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INTRODUCTION

Henry Home was born at Kames in Berwickshire, not far from the English border, in
1696. The family was not wealthy, and Henry did not attend a university. Around
1712 he went to Edinburgh to train as a solicitor, but he soon directed his considerable
energies instead toward being called to the Scottish bar and was admitted to the
Faculty of Advocates in 1723. His legal career seems to have begun slowly. However,
by the mid-1730s his practice was flourishing, and political connections enabled him
to rise in the profession to the rank of advocate deputy around 1738 and to the Court
of Session, Scotland’s highest civil court, in 1752. Henry had inherited his father’s
estate at Kames in 1741, and with his seat on the Court of Session came the title Lord
Kames. When his wife’s estate at Blair Drummond in Stirlingshire came to him in
1766, Kames became a rich man. A year earlier, he had been elevated to the High
Court of Justiciary, Scotland’s supreme criminal court, and appointed to the court’s
Western Circuit. He remained active as a judge until shortly before his death on
December 27, 1782. Kames played a central role in the efflorescence of work in
letters and science that we now call the Scottish Enlightenment. He was a member of
several of Edinburgh’s literary and philosophical clubs. He corresponded with David
Hume about the publication of 4 Treatise of Human Nature in the late 1730s, and fifty
years later he had a prolonged exchange with Thomas Reid on the metaphysics of
causation. He was instrumental in the commissioning of Adam Smith to give a
famous series of lectures in Edinburgh from 1748 to 1751, John Millar tutored his son
in the late 1750s, and James Boswell entertained the idea of writing his life. Kames
wrote a great deal, principally on subjects related to his profession, but also on
philosophy, criticism, and education. In addition he did much to encourage the
modernization and improvement of Scottish agriculture and industry. In 1755 he was
appointed to the Board of Trustees for the Encouragement of Fisheries, Arts, and
Manufactures of Scotland. He published a pamphlet on flax husbandry in 1766 and, at
the age of eighty,1 produced The Gentleman Farmer, the result of years of research
into soils and their improvement.

Sketches of the History of Man was published in two folio volumes in 1774. Kames
says he had been at work on the book for “above thirty years” (Book I, p. 11).2 The
Sketches can be regarded as its author’s magnum opus, as well as the culmination of
his literary career and the definitive statement of his views concerning the history of
human manners, morals, and institutions. As the bibliography constructed for the
present edition suggests, the Sketches was the fruit of a lifetime’s reading in an
extraordinarily diverse range of subjects, from ancient history to modern economics,
from a Scandinavian epic to the tales of the explorers of the South Seas. Kames had
high hopes for the book and negotiated with his publishers, William Creech in
Edinburgh and Thomas Cadell and William Strahan in London, a payment of one
thousand pounds sterling. Several of the reviews were positive, flattering even, but
privately skepticism was expressed by those whose opinion probably mattered most to
Kames. “Lord Kames has published two very dear Volumes of Sketches of the History
of Man,” Boswell wrote to Bennet Langton: “At least I think them very dear, from
what I have read of them. He has a prodigious quantity of Quotation, and there seems
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to be little of what he gives as his own that is just, or that has not been better said by
others.”3 “A man who reads thirty years, with a view to collect facts in support of two
or three whimsical theories,” remarked James Beattie, “may no doubt collect a great
number of facts, and make a very large book.”4 Beattie regretted that in the Sketches
(as in several other places in his writings) Kames denies the existence of a principle of
universal benevolence. Samuel Johnson, by contrast, complained to Boswell that
Kames “maintained that virtue is natural to man . . . a thing which all mankind know
not to be true.”5 “Lord Kaims’s Sketches have here been published some weeks,”
Hume wrote to Strahan, “and by the Reception it has met with, is not likely to be very
popular, according to the prodigiously sanguine Expectations of the Author.”6
Despite Hume’s prediction, a second edition of the Sketches was called for and
appeared in 1778, this time in four volumes of octavo; a third edition “considerably
enlarged by the last additions and corrections of the author” came out ten years later.
The Sketches was translated into German in 1787 and was also published in
Philadelphia and Basel. Several further editions appeared in the 1790s and in the first
decades of the nineteenth century.7

“The Human Species is in every view an interesting subject, and has been in every
age the chief inquiry of philosophers. The faculties of the mind have been explored,
and the affections of the heart; but there is still wanting a history of the species, in its
progress from the savage state to its highest civilization and improvement” (Book I, p.
11): so Kames begins his Skefches. His subject, then, is the history of humankind as a
whole, rather than the history of a particular nation or city. The wealth of new
information about primitive or “savage” peoples made available by the literature of
travel and exploration had opened up the possibility of such a history. If it was
acceptable to conjecture that the story of every people began with a state of savagery
and moved through the same stages of development toward civilization, then accounts
given of Siberia, Japan, China, Guinea, and the Americas could be combined with the
Bible, Homer, and other more familiar sources to yield hints toward a “history of the
species.” To the modern reader this might appear a rather large “if,” but the project of
the Sketches 1s of a piece with a widespread commitment on the part of eighteenth-
century Scots to what Dugald Stewart called “Theoretical or Conjectural History.” “In
examining the history of mankind, as well as in examining the phenomena of the
natural world,” Stewart wrote in his life of Adam Smith, “when we cannot trace the
process by which an event has been produced, it is often of importance to be able to
show how it may have been produced by natural causes.”8 Kames had been one of the
earliest among the Scots to deploy this method of reasoning, most particularly in the
history of criminal law presented in the Historical Law-Tracts of 1758. In prefaces to
the first and second editions of the Sketches, Kames describes his project as ““a natural
history of man.” The kind of natural history he means is not that of taxonomists such
as Ray and Linnaeus. Rather, it can be defined as an attempt to understand human
nature in what we now call “evolutionary” terms, an attempt to explain the present
condition of humankind in terms of a long process of interaction between humans and
their physical environment.9
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Progress And Pessimism

In 1769 Kames wrote to his friend Elizabeth Montagu, “My present work is a general
history of the human race in its gradual progress toward maturity; distributed into
many articles, Religion, morality, manners, arts, commerce with many others.”10
While the Sketches is a multifarious and miscellaneous work, the notion of “progress”
provides a means of lending it a degree of coherence and order. Each of its three
books, and many of the individual sketches, have “progress” in their title. Here
“progress” means not just movement from one place or stage to another (as in the
progress of a monarch around his kingdom) but also improvement, transition from
savagery to civilization, from rudeness to refinement. This was to reverse the
perspective of many earlier historians who, up to and including the great French
naturalist Buffon, had conceived of human history as a narrative of declension and
degeneration. The Scottish practitioners of “conjectural” history shared an
understanding of the key moments or stages of the human race’s journey from infancy
toward maturity: in the beginning men and women subsisted by hunting and fishing;
then came the shepherd state; then the cultivation of land; and, finally, there arrived
the world of mercantilism and commerce. Among thinkers such as Hume, Smith,
Adam Ferguson, Kames, and Millar there was, in the main, little of Rousseau’s
pessimism about the capacity of human nature to adapt to the move away from the
savage state. They all regarded men as having been social beings from the first and as
being naturally fitted to a life of coexistence and cooperation with others. Progress
was a realization of capacities and proclivities deeply rooted in the human
constitution. That said, none of the Scots had an unequivocally positive and optimistic
understanding of the transition from savagery to civilization. With the development of
commerce, especially, came a variety of risks and costs. The particular ambivalences
and hesitancies about progress that Kames reveals in the Sketches provide a means of
locating the book a little more precisely in its contemporary context.11

As we have seen, Kames conceives of the Sketches as a contribution to a history of
the human species. One of the things that distinguishes the human species is,
precisely, its natural tendency toward development, change, and refinement. No other
species of animal shows signs of such a propensity. It quickly appears, though, that in
Kames’s view there is not one single, ubiquitous race of human beings. In the
“Preliminary Discourse Concerning the Origin of Men and Languages,” he argues,
principally against Buffon, that the empirical evidence—meaning the physical and
moral differences between the various peoples of the earth—speaks in favor of there
being a number of different races. Kames rejects the claim, made by writers from
Vitruvius to Montesquieu, that differences of climate are sufficient to explain
differences in appearance and national character. Two peoples—for example, the
Laplanders and the Finns—can share the same climate but be very different in stature
and beauty. The same climate does not even always produce similarity of complexion.
Moreover, in the Americas the native peoples live in very different climates and yet
share the same complexion. Some parts of the world have proved quite impossible for
Europeans to adapt to. Again, inhabitants of neighboring islands have sometimes been
observed to have very different moral dispositions. Kames concludes that “were all
men of one species, there never could have existed, without a miracle, different kinds,
such as exist at present” (Book I, p. 46). The existence of a variety of separate human
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races opens up the possibility that, in fact, not all peoples are destined to follow the
path from infancy to maturity. As the nineteenth century was to show, racialist
thought very easily becomes racist thought. It is true that Kames wonders whether the
“inferiority” of Negroes “may not be occasioned by their condition,” but a
comparison between the industry of “Hindows” (i.e., the peoples of India) and the
“indolence” of Africans makes him hesitate: “after all, there seems to be some
original difference between the Negroes and the Hindows” (Book I, pp. 41-42).12

Because of the difficulty of reconciling a plurality of races with the biblical story of
the derivation of mankind from a single human couple, Kames looks for a miracle to
explain human diversity and finds one in the confusion of peoples and languages that
followed the building of the Tower of Babel. However, in the sketch “Origin and
Progress of American Nations,” Kames is less circumspect and argues directly for the
need of a “local creation” to explain the peopling of America (Book II, p. 560). The
native American peoples, like the Africans, are something of a problem for Kames’s
belief in the inevitable progress of humankind: on the whole, they had simply failed to
move on from hunting to the shepherd state. A problem of a different kind was posed
by the poems of Ossian, a supposedly ancient poet of the Scottish Highlands whose
works were “discovered” and “translated” by James Macpherson in 1760. As the
sketch on manners amply demonstrates, Kames, like many of his Scottish (and
German) contemporaries, was an enthusiastic believer in the authenticity of Ossian.
But the ancient Caledonians depicted in the poems had manners remarkably pure for
men in the original state of society—their sentiments are always elevated and tender,
and women are always treated with respect and delicacy. “In Homer’s time,” Kames
notes, “heroes were greedy of plunder; and like robbers, were much disposed to insult
a vanquished foe. According to Ossian, the ancient Caledonians had no idea of
plunder: and as they fought for fame only, their humanity overflowed to the
vanquished” (Book I, p. 224). Kames describes going to great lengths to prove, by
finding other examples of noble savagery in Scandinavian epics, that Ossian’s
Caledonians were not suspiciously unique. His faith in Ossian reveals a tendency
toward nostalgic primitivism at odds with the “official” view of history as the
development out of infancy and into maturity.13

A certain fondness on Kames’s part for the simplicity and austerity of earlier ages is
made manifest also in the sketch on luxury. Condemnation of luxury, needless to say,
is not unusual in the eighteenth century. Indeed, in his view that general obsession
with superfluity and consumption for consumption’s sake was debilitating to both the
state and the individual human being, Kames is at one with a long tradition of thought
that stretches from Roman moralists through Machiavelli to Rousseau in France and
the “Country Party” of eighteenth-century England. In this tradition commerce is set
against property, and where property is associated with freedom and virtuous
citizenship, commerce is associated with dependency and selfishness. What is
peculiar is that one should find such extreme condemnations of luxury as are
expressed in the Sketches coming from the pen of one who, at other times, appears to
regard the commercial state as the culmination of the human journey toward maturity
and refinement.14 It is to be admitted that even the most ardent advocates of the
material, moral, and political benefits of commerce—Hume and Smith, for
example—were sensitive to its shortcomings and dangers. However, Kames’s attitude
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toward luxury is incomparably more negative than Hume’s or Smith’s. Natural
benevolence and regard for the dictates of justice are being corroded away by the free
expression of love of avarice and selfishness made possible in a commercial society.
He warns that “the epidemic distempers of luxury and selfishness are spreading wide
in Britain” (Book II, p. 426). It is difficult to know how to reconcile this aspect of
Kames’s thought with, for example, the opposition to entails expressed in the
“Sketches Concerning Scotland,” contained in the appendix to the Sketches. An entail
allowed a property owner to fix the inheritance of his land for several generations to
come and prevented an heir from selling or mortgaging. Kames regarded entails as
obstructive of commerce in so far as they prevented capital from being released and
invested in new enterprises. It has been argued that much of Kames’s writing on law
was intended as an attempt to help Scottish law escape its feudal origins in order to
better serve the interests of commercial society. Judging by what is said about luxury
in the Sketches, Kames appears not to have a settled and consistent view as to whether
the corrupting effects of commerce are outweighed by the possibilities it opens up of
refinement and improvement.15

A similar ambivalence is evident in Kames’s treatment of another stock topic of
eighteenth-century moralizing, the advantage of a militia over the maintenance of a
standing army (see especially the sketch “Military Branch of Government™). One of
the reasons why luxury was condemned in the eighteenth century, as in previous ages,
was that it made men weak and effeminate and therefore unsuited them for the task of
defending their country’s liberty. Defense had then to be assigned to hirelings who
fought for money only, and the result was a weakness of the state that complemented
the weakness of individual citizens. When Kames says at the opening of Book II of
the Sketches that “patriotism is the corner-stone of civil society” (Book I, p. 337),
what he means is not simply a warm feeling for one’s country but a willingness to
devote oneself to its defense. The problem, as Kames well knew, was that it was
impossible for commerce to flourish if the adult male population was permanently
liable, for extended periods, to be drafted into military or naval service. This would
inevitably seriously obstruct sustained attention to the improvement of agriculture,
industry, and trade. Kames fails to engage with the arguments of Hume and
(especially) Smith that a country is better defended by professionals than by amateurs,
that it 1s impossible in modern conditions for an army to maintain itself at its own
expense, and that there is in any case no contradiction between political liberty and
the existence of a standing army. His solution to the problem he perceives to be posed
by the rise of commerce is a typically idiosyncratic compromise: he suggests that
compulsory military service should be rotated among the male population so that
everyone would serve for seven years.16

This suggestion is made in a spirit of optimism: such a system would serve the
competing concerns of both commerce and liberty. When in this mood, Kames
appears to share Adam Ferguson’s belief that, while there is much in modern society
for the lover of liberty to fear, it is not inconceivable that important elements of, at
least, civic virtue and liberty might yet be preserved and nurtured. In many other
places in the Skefches, however, Kames manifests a rather extreme pessimism about
the ability of commercial society to maintain itself in equilibrium and about the future
of Britain in particular. (He remarked to Elizabeth Montagu that the disease of

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 9 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/2032



Online Library of Liberty: Sketches of the History of Man, vol. 1

selfishness and luxury that Ferguson sought to cure in his Essay on the History of
Civil Society “is too far advanced to be cured by any characters that can be formed
with ink.”)17 Pessimism is perhaps especially obvious in Book III’s account of the
progress of morality “from birth to burial” (Book III, p. 761). The development of
society does not come to a halt when maturity is arrived at. On the contrary, maturity,
in the form of peace, contains the seeds of decline, in the form of ever-increasing
general concern for luxury at the expense of patriotism. Maturity is followed by
degeneracy, in the case of societies just as surely as in the case of individual living
creatures. “In all times luxury has been the ruin of every state where it prevailed,”
Kames writes in the sketch on luxury. “Nations originally are poor and virtuous. They
advance to industry, commerce, and perhaps to conquest and empire. But this state is
never permanent: great opulence opens a wide door to indolence, sensuality,
corruption, prostitution, perdition” (Book II, p. 333). Wise legislation might slow the
process of decay for a short time but is powerless to prevent it altogether.18

Providence

Despite the pessimism that complicates his conception of history as progress from
savagery to refinement, Kames is able to regard both the general scheme of the
history of humankind and a great many of the incidental details as evidence of divine
providence. As Ramsey of Ochtertyre noted, “no speculations pleased [Kames] more
than the unfolding of final causes.”19 Illustrations of the wisdom and benevolence of
the divine plan are everywhere in the Sketches. Even where providence cannot be
perceived, Kames insists, it can be assumed to be at work. Even where a nation
declines and falls under the weight of selfishness and corruption, the hand of God is
visible, working to turn evil to advantage. This is surely the lesson that Kames was
most concerned to communicate to his reader. According to William Smellie, Kames
“never wrote a sentence, notwithstanding his numerous publications, without a direct
and a manifest intention to benefit his fellow creatures.”20 At one level the Sketches
is meant to benefit its reader simply in virtue of the huge amount of information it
contains about the history of humankind; at another and deeper level it seeks to add to
the stock of reasons to believe that, despite appearances, whatever is, is right. Some
among Kames’s readers, however, disagreed with his understanding of providence.
According to David Doig, a master at the grammar school in Stirling, the hypothesis
that human beings were all originally savage, as well as being incredible as history, is
inconsistent with divine beneficence. Kames would have it that “the Father of the
universe unnaturally abandoned his new-found infants, turning them into an
uncultivated world, naked, untutored, unsheltered orphans.”21 Samuel Stanhope
Smith, professor of moral philosophy at Princeton, also rejected the basic elements of
Kames’s history of the human race and mounted an influential defense of the view
that all men and women are descended from a single pair. Human diversity could be
explained, he argued, in terms of the influence of climate and “the state of society.”
The goodness of the Creator reveals itself precisely in our native adaptability.
Stanhope Smith exposes Kames’s lack of firsthand experience of the places and
peoples so confidently discussed and assessed in the Sketches. “Like many other
philosophers,” he complains, “Kames judges and reasons only from what he has seen
in a state of society highly improved; and is led to form many wrong conclusions
from his own habits and prepossessions.”22
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A NOTE ON THE TEXT

The text of this edition of Sketches of the History of Man is based on the posthumous
third edition of 1788. The third edition was published in four volumes. Sketches,
however, comprises three “Books”: Progress of Men Independent of Society, Progress
of Men in Society, and Progress of Sciences. The three-volume format of the present
edition is meant to reflect the work’s fundamental principle of structuring. Page
breaks in the third edition are indicated in the body of the text by the use of angle
brackets. (For example, page 112 begins after .) Substantive differences between the
first, second, and third editions are noted in order to give the reader a sense of how
energetically Kames continued to work on the book right up until the end of his life.
In places where the first edition differs significantly from subsequent editions, the
relevant passage from the first edition, with its volume and page number, is supplied
in a note. A fully annotated text of Sketches would be the work of many years. Kames
was a conspicuous consumer of references and allusions, even by the standards of his
day, and Sketches is a particular showpiece in this regard. Accordingly, an exhaustive
annotation would seriously clutter the text, and I have settled for much less.

Supplementary notes to Kames’s own footnotes are enclosed in double square
brackets. For fuller information, a bibliography is provided, indicating the complete
title, author, place of publication, and date of as many of the works cited by Kames
(or Thomas Reid) as it has been possible to identify. The reader should bear in mind
that in cases where it is unclear which of an author’s works is being cited, the
bibliography is necessarily somewhat speculative. Very familiar and easily identified
works (such as those by Euripides, Sophocles, Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato,
Aristotle, and Shakespeare) have not been included. Where a modern translation has
been quoted in a supplementary footnote, the translation used is indicated in
parentheses after the entry in the bibliography. Where an original text was in a
modern language other than English or French, a contemporary translation is given as
well. Obvious typographical errors in the text have been corrected without comment.
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BOOK I

PROGRESS OF MEN INDEPENDENT OF SOCIETY
SKETCHES

of the

HISTORY OF MAN.

considerably enlarged

by the last additions

and corrections

of the author.

in four volumes.

volume 1i.

edinburgh:

printed for a. strahan and t. cadell, london;
and for william creech, edinburgh.

m, dcc, Ixxxviii.
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PREFACE

The following Work is the substance of various speculations, which occasionally
occupied the author, and enlivened his leisure hours. It is not intended for the learned;
they are above it: nor for the vulgar; they are below it. It is intended for those who,
free from the corruption of opulence and depression of bodily labour, are fond of
useful knowledge; who, even in the delirium of youth, feel the dawn of patriotism,
and who, in riper years, enjoy its meridian warmth. To such men this Work is
dedicated; and that they may profit by it, is the author’s ardent wish; and probably
will be while he retains life sufficient to form a wish.

May not he hope, that this Work, child of his gray hairs, will survive, and bear
testimony for him to good men, that even a laborious calling, which left him not many
leisure hours, never banished from his mind, that he would little deserve to be of the
human species, were he indifferent about his fellow-creatures:

Homo sum: humani nihil a me alienum puto.1

Most of the subjects handled in the following sheets, admit but of probable reasoning;
and, with respect to such reasonings, it is often difficult to say, what degree of
conviction they ought to produce. It is easy to form plausible arguments; but to form
such as can stand the test of time, is not always easy. I could amuse the reader with
numerous examples of conjectural arguments, which, fair at a distant view, vanish
like a cloud on a near approach. Several examples, not to go farther, are mentioned in
the preliminary discourse. The hazard of being misled by such arguments, gave the
author much anxiety; and, after his utmost attention, he can but faintly hope, that he
has not often wandered far from truth.2
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TO THE READER

As one great object of the Editor is to make this a popular Work, he has, chiefly with
a view to the female sex, subjoined an English translation of the quotations from other
languages.
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SKETCHES Of TheHISTORY OF MAN.

The Human Species is in every view an interesting subject, and has been in every age
the chief inquiry of philosophers. The faculties of the mind have been explored, and
the affections of the heart; but there is still wanting a history of the species, in its
progress from the savage state to its highest civilization and improvement. Above
thirty years ago, the author began to collect materials for that history; and, in the
vigour of youth, did not think the undertaking too bold even for a single hand: but, in
the progress of the work, he found his abilities no more than sufficient for executing a
few imperfect Sketches. These are brought under the following heads. 1. Progress of
Men independent of Society. 2. Progress of Men in Society. 3. Progress of the
Sciences. To explain these heads a preliminary discourse is necessary; which is, to
examine, Whether all men be of one lineage, descended from a single pair, or whether
there be different races originally distinct.1
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Preliminary Discourse, Concerning The Origin Of Men And Of
Languages.1

Whether there are different races of men, or whether all men are of one race without
any difference but what proceeds from climate or other external cause, is a question
which philosophers differ widely about. As the question is of moment in tracing the
history of man, I purpose to contribute my mite. And, in order to admit all the light
possible, a view of brute animals as divided into different races or kinds, will make a
proper introduction.

As many animals contribute to our well-being, and as many are noxious, man would
be a being not a little imperfect, were he provided with no means but experience for
distinguishing the one sort from the other. Did every animal make a species by itself
(indulging the expression) differing from all others, a man would finish his course
without acquiring as much knowledge of animals as is necessary even for self-
preservation: he would be absolutely at a loss with respect to unknown individuals.
The Deity has left none of his works imperfect. Animals are formed of different
kinds; resemblance prevailing among animals of the same kind, dissimilitude among
animals of different kinds. And, to prevent confusion, kinds are distinguished
externally by figure, air, manner, so clearly as not to escape even a child.* Nor does
Divine Wisdom stop here: to complete the system, we are endued with an innate
conviction, that each kind has properties peculiar to itself; and that these properties
belong to every individual of the kind (a) . Our road to the knowledge of animals is
thus wonderfully shortened: the experi-ence we have of the disposition and properties
of any animal, is applied without hesitation to every one of the kind. By that
conviction, a child, familiar with one dog, is fond of others that resemble it: An
European, upon the first sight of a cow in Africa, strokes it as gentle and innocent:
and an African avoids a tiger in Hindostan as at home.

If the foregoing theory be well founded, neither experience nor argument is required
to prove, that a horse is not an ass, or that a monkey is not a man () . In some
individuals indeed, there is such a mixture of resemblance and dissimilitude, as to
render it uncertain to what species they belong. But such instances are rare, and
impinge not on the general law.2 Such questions may be curious, but they are of little
use.

Whether man be provided by nature with a faculty to distinguish innocent animals
from what are noxious, seems not a clear point: such a faculty may be thought
unnecessary to man, being supplied by reason and experience. But as reason and
experience have little influence on brute animals, they undoubtedly possess that
faculty.*3 A beast of prey would be ill fitted for its station, if nature did not teach it
what creatures to attack, what to avoid. A rabbit is the prey of the ferret. Present a
rabbit, even dead, to a young ferret that never had seen a rabbit: it throws itself upon
the body, and bites it with fury. A hound has the same faculty with respect to a hare;
and most dogs have it. Unless directed by nature, innocent animals would not know
their enemy till they were in its clutches. A hare flies with precipitation from the first
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dog it ever saw; and a chicken, upon the sight of a kite, cowers under its dam. Social
animals, without scruple, connect with their own kind, and as readily avoid others.*
Birds are not afraid of quadrupeds; not even of a cat, till they are taught by experience
that a cat is their enemy. They appear to be as little afraid of a man naturally; and
upon that account are far from being shy when left unmolested. In the uninhabited
island of Visia Grand¢, one of the Philippines, Kempfer says, that birds may be taken
with the hand. Hawks, in some of the South-sea islands, are equally tame. At Port
Egmont in the Falkland islands, geese, far from being shy, may be knocked down
with a stick. The birds that inhabit certain rocks hanging over the sea, in the island of
Annabon, take food readily out of a man’s hand. In Arabia Felix, foxes and apes show
no fear of man; the inhabitants of hot countries having no notion of hunting. In the
uninhabited island Bering, adjacent to Kamskatka, foxes are so little shy that they
scarce go out of a man’s way. Doth not this observation suggest a final cause? A
partridge, a plover, a pheasant, would be lost to man for food, were they naturally as
much afraid of him as of a hawk or a kite.

The division of animals into different kinds, serves another purpose, no less important
than those mentioned; which is, to fit them for different climates. We learn from
experience, that no animal nor vegetable is equally fitted for every climate; and from
experience we also learn, that there is no animal nor vegetable but what is fitted for
some climate, where it grows to perfection. Even in the torrid zone, plants of a cold
climate are found upon mountains where plants of a hot climate will not grow; and the
height of a mountain may be determined with tolerable precision from the plants it
produces. Wheat is not an indigenous plant in Britain: no farmer is ignorant that
foreign seed is requisite to preserve the plant in vigour. To prevent flax from
degenerating in Scotland and Ireland, great quantities of foreign seed are annually
imported. A ca-mel is peculiarly fitted for the burning sands of Arabia; and Lapland
would be uninhabitable but for rain-deer, an animal so entirely fitted for piercing cold,
that it cannot subsist even in a temperate climate. Arabian and Barbary horses
degenerate in Britain; and, to preserve the breed in some degree of perfection,
frequent supplies from their original climate are requisite. Spanish horses degenerate
in Mexico; but improve in Chili, having more vigour and swiftness there, than even
the Andalusian race, whose off-spring they are. Our dunghill fowl, imported
originally from a warm country in Asia, are not hardened, even after many centuries,
to bear the cold of this country like birds originally native: the hen lays few or no eggs
in winter, unless in a house warmed with fire. The deserts of Zaara and Biledulgerid
in Africa, may be properly termed the native country of lions: there they are nine feet
long and five feet high. Lions in the south of Africa toward the Cape of Good Hope,
are but five feet and a half long, and three and a half high. A breed of lions
transplanted from the latter to the former, would rise to the full size; and sink to the
smaller size, if transplanted from the former to the latter.*

To preserve the different kinds or species of animals entire, as far as necessary,
Providence is careful to prevent a mixed breed. Few animals of different species
copulate together. Some may be brought to copulate, but without effect; and some
produce a mongrel, a mule for example, which seldom procreates, if at all. In some
few instances, where a mixture of species is harmless, procreation goes on without
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limitation. All the different species of the dog-kind copulate together; and the
mongrels produced generate others without end.4

M. Buffon, in his natural history, borrows from Ray (a) a very artificial rule for
ascertaining the different species of animals: “Any two animals that can procreate
together, and whose issue can also procreate, are of the same species” (b) . A horse
and an ass can procreate together; but they are not, says he, of the same species,
because their issue, a mule, cannot procreate. He applies that rule to man; holding all
men to be of the same species, because a man and a woman, however different in size,
in shape, in complexion, can procreate together without end. And by the same rule he
holds all dogs to be of the same species. With respect to other animals, the author
should peaceably be indulged in his fancy; but as it com-prehends also man, I cannot
pass it without examination. Providence, to prevent confusion, hath in many instances
withheld from animals of different species a power of procreating together: but as our
author has not attempted to prove that such restraint is universal without a single
exception, his rule is evidently a petitio principii. Why may not two animals different
in species produce a mixed breed? M. Buffon must say, that it is contrary to a law of
nature. But has he given any evidence of this supposed law of nature? On the
contrary, he proves it by various instances not to be a law of nature. He admits the
sheep and the goat to be of different species; and yet we have his authority for
affirming, that a he-goat and a ewe produce a mixed breed which generate for ever (c)
. The camel and the dromedary, though nearly related, are however no less distinct
than the horse and the ass. The dromedary is less than the camel, more slender, and
remarkably more swift of foot: it has but one bunch on its back, the camel has two:
the race is more nu-merous than that of the camel, and more widely spread. One
would not desire distinguishing marks more satisfying; and yet these two species
propagate together, no less freely than the different races of men and of dogs. M.
Buffon indeed, with respect to the camel and dromedary, endeavours to save his credit
by a distinction without a difference. “They are,” says he, “one species; but their races
are different, and have been so past all memory” (a) . Is not this the same with saying
that the camel and the dromedary are different species of the same genus? which also
holds true of the different species of men and of dogs. If our author will permit me to
carry back to the creation the camel and the dromedary as two distinct races, I desire
no other concession. He admits no fewer than ten kinds of goats, visibly
distinguishable, which also propagate together; but says, that these are varieties only,
though permanent and unchangeable. No difficulty is unsurmountable, if words be
allowed to pass without meaning. Nor does he even adhere to the same opi-nion:
though in distinguishing a horse from an ass, he affirms the mule they generate to be
barren; yet afterward, entirely forgetting his rule, he admits the direct contrary (b) . At
that rate, a horse and an ass are of the same species. Did it never once enter into the
mind of this author, that the human race would be strangely imperfect, if they were
unable to distinguish a man from a monkey, or a hare from a hedge-hog, till it were
known whether they can procreate together?

But it seems unnecessary after all to urge any argument against the foregoing rule,
which M. Buffon himself inadvertently abandons as to all animals, men and dogs
excepted. We are indebted to him for a remark, That not a single animal of the torrid
zone is common to the old world and to the new. But how does he verify his remark?
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Does he ever think of trying whether such animals can procreate together? “They
are,” says he, “of different kinds, having no such resemblance as to make us
pronounce them to be of the same kind. Linnaeus and Brisson,” he adds, “have very
improperly given the name of the camel to the lama and the pacos of Peru. So
apparent is the difference, that other writers class these animals with sheep. Wool
however is the only circumstance in which a pacos resembles a sheep: nor doth the
lama resemble a camel except in length of neck.” He distinguisheth, in the same
manner, the true Asiatic tiger from several American animals that bear the same
name. He mentions its size, its force, its ferocity, the colour of its hair, the stripes
black and white that like rings surround alternately its trunk, and are continued to the
tip of its tail; “characters,” says he, “that clearly distinguish the true tiger from all
animals of prey in the new world; the largest of which scarce equals one of our
mastives.” And he reasons in the same manner upon the other animals of the torrid
zone (a) . Here truth obliges our author to acknowledge, that we are taught by nature
to distinguish animals into different kinds by visible marks, without regard to his
artificial rule. And if so, there must be different kinds of men; for certain tribes differ
visibly from each other, no less than the lama and pacos from the camel or from the
sheep, nor less than the true tiger from the American animals of that name.*5 For
proving that dogs were created of different kinds, what better evidence can be
expected than that the kinds continue distinct to this day? Our author pretends to
derive the mastiff, the bull-dog, the hound, the greyhound, the terrier, the water-dog,
&ec. all of them from the prick-eared shepherd’s cur. Now, admitting the progeny of
the original male and female cur to have suffered every possible alteration from
climate, food, domestication; the result would be endless varieties, so that no one
individual should resemble another. Whence then are derived the different species of
dogs above mentioned, or the different races or varieties, as M. Buffon is pleased to
name them? Uniformity invariable must be a law in their nature, for it never can be
ascribed to chance. There are mongrels, it is true, among dogs, from want of choice,
or from a depraved appetite: but as all animals prefer their own kind, mongrels are
few compared with animals of a true breed. There are mongrels also among men: the
several kinds however continue distinct; and probably will so continue for ever.

There remains an argument against the system of M. Buffon with respect to dogs, still
more conclusive. Allowing to climate its utmost influence, it may possibly have an
effect upon the size and figure; but surely M. Buffon cannot seriously think, that the
different instincts of dogs are owing to climate. A terrier, whose prey burrows under
ground, is continually scraping the earth, and thrusting its nose into it. A hound has
always its nose on the surface, in order to trace a hare by smell. The same instinct is
remarkable in spaniels. It is by nature that these creatures are directed to be
continually going about, to catch the smell, and trace their prey. A greyhound, which
has not the smelling-faculty, is constantly looking about for its prey. A shepherd’s
dog may be improved by education, but nature prompts it to guard the flock. A house-
dog makes its round every night to protect its master against strangers, without ever
being trained to it. Such dogs have a notion of property, and are trusty guardians of
their master’s goods: in his absence, no person dares lay hold of his hat or his great
coat. Waggoners employ dogs of that kind to watch during night the goods they carry.
Is it conceivable, that such different instincts, constantly the same in the same species,
can proceed from climate, from mixture of breed, or from other accidental cause?6
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The celebrated Linnaeus, instead of describing every animal according to its kind, as
Adam our first parent did, has wandered far from nature in classing animals. He
distributes them into six classes, viz. Mammalia, Aves, Amphibia, Pisces, Insecta,
Vermes.7 The Mammalia are distributed into seven orders, chiefly from their teeth,
viz. Primates, Bruta, Ferae, Glires, Pecora, Belluae, Cetae.8 And the Primates are,
Homo, Simia, Lemur, Vespertilio.9 What may have been his purpose in classing
animals so contrary to nature, [ cannot guess, if it be not to enable us, from the nipples
and teeth of any particular animal, to know where it is to be found in his book. It
resembles the classing books in a library by size, or by binding, without regard to the
contents: it may serve as a sort of dictionary; but to no other purpose. How whimsical
is it to class together animals that nature hath widely separated, a man for example
and a bat? What will a plain man think of a manner of classing, that denies a whale to
be a fish? In classing animals, why does he confine himself to the nipples and the
teeth, when there are many other distinguishing marks? Animals are no less
distinguishable with respect to tails; long tails, short tails, no tails: nor less
distinguishable with respect to hands; some having four, some two, some none, &c.
&c. Yet, after all, if any solid instruction can be acquired from such classing, I shall
listen, not only with attention, but with satisfaction.

Now more particularly of man, after discussing other animals. If the only rule
afforded by nature for classing animals can be depended upon, there are different
species of men as well as of dogs: a mastiff differs not more from a spaniel, than a
white man from a negro, or a Laplander from a Dane. And if we have any belief in
Providence, it ought to be so. Plants were created of different kinds to fit them for
different climates, and so were brute animals. Certain it is, that all men are not fitted
equally for every climate. Is there not then reason to conclude, that as there are
different climates, so there are different species of men fitted for these different
climates? The inhabitants of the frozen regions of the north, men, birds, beasts, fish,
are all provided with a quantity of fat which guards them against cold. Even the trees
are full of rosin.10 The island St. Thomas, under the line, is extremely foggy; and the
natives are fitted for that sort of weather, by the rigidity of their fibres. The fog is
dispelled in July and August by dry winds; which give vigour to Europeans, whose
fibres are relaxed by a moist atmosphere as by a warm bath. The natives, on the
contrary, who are not fitted for a dry air, have more diseases in July and August than
during the other ten months. On the other hand, instances are without number of men
degenerating in a climate to which they are not fitted by nature; and I know not of a
single instance where in such a climate people have retained their original vigour.
Several European colonies have subsisted in the torrid zone of America more than
two centuries; and yet even that length of time has not familiarised them to the
climate: they cannot bear heat like the original inhabitants, nor like negroes
transplanted from a country equally hot: they are far from equalling in vigour of mind
or body the nations from which they sprung. The Spanish inhabitants of Carthagena in
South America lose their vigour and colour in a few months. Their motions are
languid; and their words are pronounced in a low voice, and with long and frequent
intervals. The offspring of Europeans born in Batavia, soon degenerate. Scarce one of
them has talents sufficient to bear a part in the administration. There is not an office
of trust but must be filled with na-tive Europeans. Some Portuguese, who have been
for ages settled on the sea-coast of Congo, retain scarce the appearance of men. South
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Carolina, especially about Charlestown, is extremely hot, having no sea-breeze to cool
the air: Europeans there die so fast, that they have not time to degenerate. Even in
Jamaica, though more temperate by a regular succession of land and sea-breezes,
recruits from Britain are necessary to keep up the numbers.* The climate of the
northern provinces resembles our own, and population goes on rapidly.

What means are employed by Providence to qualify different races of men for
different climates, is a subject to which little attention has been given. It lies too far
out of sight to expect a complete discovery; but facts carefully collected might afford
some glimmering of light. In that view, I mention the following fact. The inhabitants
of the kingdom of Senaar in Africa are true negroes, a jet black complexion, thick
lips, flat nose, curled woolly hair. The country itself is the hottest in the world. From
the report of a late traveller, they are admirably protected by nature against the
violence of the heat. Their skin is to the touch remarkably cooler than that of an
European; and is so in reality, no less than two degrees on Fahrenheit’s thermometer.
The young women there are highly prized by the Turks for that quality.11

Thus it appears, that there are different races of men fitted by nature for different
climates. Upon examination, another fact will perhaps also appear, that the natural
productions of each climate make the most wholesome food for the people who are
fitted to live in it. Between the tropics, the natives live chiefly on fruits, seeds, and
roots; and it is the opinion of the most knowing naturalists, that such food is of all the
most wholesome for the torrid zone; comprehending the hot plants, which grow there
to perfection, and tend greatly to fortify the stomach. In a temperate climate, a
mixture of animal and vegetable food is held to be the most wholesome; and there
both animals and vegetables abound. In a cold climate, animals are in plenty, but few
vegetables that can serve for food to man. What physicians pronounce upon that head,
I know not; but, if we dare venture a conjecture from analogy, animal food will be
found the most wholesome for such as are fitted by nature to live in a cold climate.

M. Buffon, from the rule, That animals which can procreate together, and whose
progeny can also procreate, are of one species, concludes, that all men are of one race
or species; and endeavours to support that favourite opinion, by ascribing to the
climate, to food, or to other accidental causes, all the varieties that are found among
men. But is he seriously of opinion, that any operation of climate, or of other
accidental cause, can account for the copper colour and smooth chin universal among
the Americans, the prominence of the pudenda universal among Hottentot women, or
the black nipple no less universal among female Samoides? The thick fogs of the
island St. Thomas may relax the fibres of the natives, but cannot make them more
rigid than they are naturally. Whence, then, the difference with respect to rigidity of
fibres between them and Europeans, but from original nature? Can one hope for belief
in ascribing to climate the low stature of the Esquimaux, the smallness of their feet, or
the overgrown size of their head; or in ascribing to climate the low stature of the
Laplanders,* and their ugly visage. Lapland is indeed piercingly cold; but so is
Finland, and the northern parts of Norway, the inhabitants of which are tall, comely,
and well proportioned. The black colour of negroes, thick lips, flat nose, crisped
woolly hair, and rank smell, distinguish them from every other race of men. The
Abyssinians, on the contrary, are tall and well made, their complexion a brown olive,
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features well proportioned, eyes large, and of a sparkling black, lips thin, a nose rather
high than flat. There is no such difference of climate between Abyssinia and
Negroland as to produce these striking differences. At any rate, there must be a
considerable mixture both of soil and climate in these extensive regions; and yet not
the least mixture is perceived in the people.

If the climate have any commanding influence, it must be displayed upon the
complexion chiefly; and in that article, accordingly, our author exults. “Man,” says
he, “white in Europe, black in Africa, yellow in Asia, and red in America, is still the
same animal, tinged only with the colour of the climate. Where the heat is excessive,
as in Guinea and Senegal, the people are perfectly black; where less excessive, as in
Abyssinia, the people are less black; where it i1s more temperate, as in Barbary and in
Arabia, they are brown; and where mild, as in Europe and Lesser Asia, they are fair”
(a) . But here he triumphs without a victory: he is forced to acknowledge, that the
Samoides, Laplanders, and Greenlanders, are of a sallow complexion; for which he
has the following salvo, that the extremities of heat and of cold produce nearly the
same effects on the skin. But he is totally silent upon a fact that alone overturns his
whole system of colour, viz. that all Americans, without exception, are of a copper
colour, though in that vast continent there is every variety of climate. The southern
Chinese are white, though in the neighbourhood of the torrid zone; and women of
fashion in the island Otaheite, who cover themselves from the sun, have the European
complexion.12 Neither doth the black colour of some Africans, nor the brown colour
of others, correspond to the climate. The people of the desert of Zaara, commonly
termed Lower Ethiopia, though exposed to the vertical rays of the sun in a burning
sand yielding not in heat even to Guinea, are of a tawny colour, far from being jet-
black like negroes. The natives of Monomotapa are perfectly black, with crisped
wooly hair, though the southern parts of that extensive kingdom are in a temperate
climate. And the Caffres, even those who live near the Cape of Good Hope, are the
same sort of people. The heat of Abyssinia approacheth nearer to that of Guinea; and
yet, as mentioned above, the inhabitants are not black. Nor will our author’s ingenious
observation concerning the extremities of heat and cold account for the sallow
complexion of the Samoides, Laplanders, and Greenlanders. The Finlanders and
northern Norwegians live in a climate no less cold that that of the people mentioned,
and yet are fair beyond other Europeans. I say more, there are many instances of races
of people preserving their original colour in climates very different from their own;
and not a single instance of the contrary, as far as I can learn. There have been four
complete generations of negroes in Pennsylvania, without any visible change of
colour: they continue jet-black as originally. The Moors in Hindostan retain their
natural colour, though transplanted there more than three centuries ago. And the
Mogul family continue white, like their ancestors the Tartars, though they have
reigned in Hindostan above four centuries. Shaw, in his travels through Barbary,
mentions a people inhabiting the mountains of Auress, bordering upon Algiers on the
south, who appeared to be of a different race from the Moors. Their complexion, far
from swarthy, is fair and ruddy; and their hair a deep yellow, in-stead of being dark,
as among the neighbouring Moors. He conjectures them to be a remnant of the
Vandals, perhaps the tribe mentioned by Procopius in his first book of the Vandalic
war. If the European complexion be proof against a hot climate for a thousand years, |
pronounce that it will never yield to climate. In the suburbs of Cochin, a town in

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 23 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/2032



Online Library of Liberty: Sketches of the History of Man, vol. 1

Malabar, there is a colony of industrious Jews of the same complexion they have in
Europe. They pretend that they were established there during the captivity of
Babylon: it is certain that they have been many ages in that country. Those who
ascribe all to the sun, ought to consider how little probable it is, that the colour it
impresses on the parents should be communicated to their infant children, who never
saw the sun: I should be as soon induced to believe, with a German naturalist whose
name has escaped me, that the negro colour is owing to an ancient custom in Africa of
dying the skin black. Let a European for years expose himself to the sun in a hot
climate, till he be quite brown, his children will nevertheless have the same
complexion with those in Europe. The Hottentots are continually at work, and have
been for ages, to darken their complexion; but that operation has no effect on their
children. From the action of the sun, is it possible to explain why a negro, like a
European, is born with a ruddy skin, which turns jet-black the eighth or ninth day?*

Different tribes are distinguishable no less by internal disposition than by external
figure. Nations are for the most part so blended by war, by commerce, or by other
means, that vain would be the attempt to trace out an original character in any
cultivated nation. But there are savage tribes, which, as far as can be discovered,
continue to this day pure without mixture, which act by instinct not art, which have
not learned to disguise their passions: to such I confine the inquiry. There is no
propensity in human nature more general than aversion from strangers, as will be
made evident after-ward (a) . And yet some nations must be excepted, not indeed
many in number, who are remarkably kind to strangers; by which circumstance they
appear to be of a singular race. In order to set the exceptions in a clear light, a few
instances shall be premised of the general propensity. The nations that may be the
most relied on for an original character, are islanders at a distance from the continent
and from each other. Among such, great variety of character is found. Some islands
adjacent to New Guinea are inhabited by negroes, a bold, mischievous, untractable
race; always ready to attack strangers when they approach the shore. The people of
New Zealand are of a large size and of a hoarse voice. They appeared shy according
to Tasman’s account. Some of them, however, ventured on board in order to trade; but
finding opportunity, they surprised seven of his men in a shallop, and without the
slightest provocation killed three of them, the rest having escaped by swimming. The
island called Recreation, 16th degree southern latitude, and 148th of longitude west
from London, was discovered in Roggewein’s voyage. Upon sight of the ships, the
natives flocked to the shore with long pikes. The crew made good their landing,
having by fire-arms beat back the natives; who, returning after a short interval,
accepted presents of beads, small looking-glasses, and other trinkets, without shewing
the least fear: they even assisted the crew in gathering herbs for those who were
afflicted with the scurvy. Some of the crew traversing the island in great security, and
trusting to some natives who led the way, were carried into a deep valley surrounded
with rocks; where they were instantly attacked on every side with large stones: with
difficulty they made their escape, but not without leaving several dead upon the field.
In Commodore Byron’s voyage to the South Sea, an island was discovered, which he
named Disappointment. The shore was covered with natives in arms to prevent
landing. They were black; and without clothing except what covered the parts that
nature teaches to hide. But a specimen is sufficient here, as the subject will be fully
illustrated in the sketch referred to above.
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The kindness of some tribes to strangers deserves more attention, being not a little
singular. Gonneville, commander of a French ship in a voyage to the East Indies in
the year 1503, was driven by a tempest into an unknown country, and continued there
six months, while his vessel was refitting. The manners he describes were in all
appearance original. The natives had not made a greater progress in the arts of life,
than the savage Canadians have done; ill clothed; and worse lodged, having no light
in their cabins but what came in through a hole in the roof. They were divided into
small tribes, governed each by a king; who, though neither better clothed nor lodged
than others, had power of life and death over his subjects. They were a simple and
peaceable people, and in a manner worshipped the French, providing them with
necessaries, and in return thankfully receiving knives, hatchets, small looking-glasses,
and other such baubles. In a part of California the men go naked, and are fond of
feathers and shells. They are governed by a king with great mildness; and of all
savages are the most humane, even to strangers. An island discovered in the South
Sea by Tasman, 21st degree of southern latitude, and 177th of longitude west from
London, was called by him Amsterdam. The natives, who had no arms offensive or
defensive, treated the Dutch with great civility, except in being given to pilfering. At
no great distance, another island was discovered, named Annamocha by the natives,
and Rotterdam by Tasman; possessed by a people resembling those last mentioned,
particularly in having no arms. The Dutch, sailing round the island, saw abundance of
cocoa-trees planted in rows, with many other fruit-bearing trees, kept in excellent
order. Commodore Roggewein, commander of a Dutch fleet, discovered, anno 1721,
a new island in the South Sea; inhabited by a people lively, active, and swift of foot;
of a sweet and modest deportment: but timorous and faint-hearted; for having on their
knees presented some refreshments to the Dutch, they retired with precipitation.
Numbers of idols cut in stone were placed along the coast, in the figure of men with
large ears, and the head covered with a crown; the whole nicely proportioned and
highly fi-nished. They fled for refuge to these idols: and they could do no better; for
they had no weapons either offensive or defensive. Neither was there any appearance
of government or subordination; for they all spoke and acted with equal freedom. This
island, situated 28 degrees 30 minutes southern latitude, and about 115 degrees of
longitude west from London, is by the Dutch called Easter or Pasch Island.* The
Commodore directing his course north-west, discovered in the southern latitude of 12
degrees, and in the longitude of 190, a cluster of islands, planted with variety of fruit-
trees, and bearing herbs, corn, and roots, in plenty. When the ships approached the
shore, the inhabitants came in their canoes with fish, cocoa-nuts, Indian figs, and
other refreshments; for which they received small looking-glasses, strings of beads,
and other toys. These islands were well peopled: many thousands thronged to the
shore to see the ships, the men being armed with bows and arrows, and appearing to
be governed by a chieftain: they had the complexion of Europeans, only a little more
sun-burnt. They were brisk and lively, treating one another with civility; and in their
behaviour expressing nothing wild nor savage. Their bodies were not painted; but
handsomely clothed, from the middle downward, with silk fringes in neat folds. Large
hats screened the face from the sun, and collars of odoriferous flowers surrounded the
neck. The view of the country is charming, finely diversified with hills and vallies.
Some of the islands are ten miles in circumference, some fifteen, some twenty. The
historian adds, that these islanders are in all respects the most civilized and the best
tempered people he discovered in the South Sea. Far from being afraid, they treated
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the Dutch with great kindness; and expressed much regret at their departure. These
islands got the name of Bowman'’s islands, from the captain of the Tienhoven, who
discovered them. In Commodore Byron’s voyage to the South Sea, while he was
passing through the streights of Magellan, some natives approached in their canoes;
and upon invitation came on board, without fear, or even shyness. They at the same
time appeared grossly stupid; and particularly, could not comprehend the use of
knives, offered to them in a present. In another part of the streights, the natives were
highly delighted with presents of the same kind. M. Bougainville, in his voyage round
the world, describes a people in the streights of Magellan, probably those last
mentioned, as of small stature, tame and peaceable, having scarce any clothing in a
climate bitterly cold. Commodore Byron discovered another island in the South Sea
covered with trees, which was named Byron island. The inhabitants were neither
savage nor shy, trafficking freely with the crew, though they seemed addicted to
thieving. One of them ventured into the ship. After leaving Otaheite, Mr. Banks and
Dr. Solander, sailing westward, discovered a cluster of islands, termed by them
Society islands: the natives were extremely civil, and appeared to have no aversion to
strangers. The island of Oahena, north-west from that of Otaheite, is a delightful spot;
the soil fertile, and the shores adorned with fruit-trees of various kinds. The in-
habitants are well proportioned, with regular engaging features; the women
uncommonly beautiful and delicate. The inhabitants behaved with great hospitality
and probity to the crew of the ship in which these gentlemen lately made a voyage
round the world.

To find the inhabitants of these remote islands differing so widely from the rest of the
world, as to have no aversion to strangers, but on the contrary showing great kindness
to the first they probably ever saw, is a singular phenomenon. It is vain here to talk of
climate; because in all climates we find an aversion to strangers. From the instances
given above, let us select two islands, or two clusters of islands, suppose for example
Bowman’s islands inhabited by Whites, and those adjacent to New Guinea inhabited
by Blacks. Kindness to strangers is the national character of the former, and hatred to
strangers 1s the national character of the latter. Virtues and vices of individuals depend
on causes so various, and so variable, as to give an impression of chance more than of
design. We are not always certain of uniformity in the conduct even of the same
person; far less of different persons, however intimately related: how small is the
chance, that sons will inherit their father’s virtues or vices? In most countries, a
savage who has no aversion to strangers, nor to neighbouring clans, would be noted as
singular: to find the same quality in every one of his children, would be surprising:
and would be still more so, were it diffused widely through a multitude of his
descendents. Yet a family is as nothing compared with a whole nation; and when we
find kindness to strangers a national character in certain tribes, we reject with disdain
the notion of chance, and perceive intuitively that effects so regular and permanent
must be owing to a constant and invariable cause. Such effects cannot be accidental,
more than the uniformity of male and female births in all countries and at all times.
They cannot be accounted for from education nor from example; which indeed may
contribute to spread a certain fashion or certain manners, but cannot be their
fundamental cause. Where the greater part of a nation is of one character, education
and example may extend it over the whole; but the character of that greater part can
have no foundation but nature. What resource then have we for explaining the
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opposite manners of the islanders above mentioned, but that they are of different
races?

The same doctrine is strongly confirmed upon finding courage or cowardice to be a
national character. Individuals differ widely as to these; but a national character of
courage or cowardice must depend on a permanent and invariable cause. I therefore
proceed to instances of national courage and cowardice, that the reader may judge for
himself, whether he can discover any other cause for such steady uniformity but
diversity of race.

The northern nations of Europe and Asia have at all times been remarkable for
courage. Lucan endeavours to account for the courage of the Scandinavians from a
firm belief, universal among them, that they will be happy in another world.

Vobis auctoribus, umbrae,

Non tacitas Erebi sedes, Ditisque profundi

Pallida regna petunt; regit idem spiritus artus
Orbe alio: longae (canitis si cognita) vitae

Mors media est. Certe populi, quos despicit Arctos,
Felices errore suo, quos ille, timorum

Maximus, haud urget leti metus. Inde ruendi

In ferrum mens prona viris, animaeque capaces

Mortis(a) .*

Pretty well reasoned for a poet! but among all nations the soul is believed to be
immortal, though all nations have not the courage of the Scandinavians. The
Caledonians were eminent for that virtue; and yet had no such opinion of happiness
after death, as to make them fond of dying. Souls after death were believed to have
but a gloomy sort of existence, like what is de-scribed by Homer (b) . Their courage
therefore was a gift of nature, not of faith. The people of Malacca and of the
neighbouring islands, who are all of the same race, and speak the same language, are
fierce, turbulent, and bold above any other of the human species, though they inhabit
the torrid zone, held commonly to be the land of cowardice. They never observe a
treaty of peace when they have any temptation to break it; and are perpetually at war
with their neighbours, or with one another. Instances there are of twenty-five or thirty
of them in a boat, with no other weapons but poniards, venturing to attack a European
ship of war. These men inhabit a fertile country, which should naturally render them
indolent and effeminate; a country abounding with variety of exquisite fruits and
odoriferous flowers in endless succession, sufficient to sink any other people into
voluptuousness. They are a remarkable exception from the observation of Herodotus,
“That it is not given by the gods to any country, to produce rich crops and warlike
men.” This instance, with what are to follow, show past contradiction, that a hot
climate is no enemy to courage. The inhabitants of New Zealand are the most intrepid,
and the least apt to be alarmed at danger. The Giagas are a fierce and bold people in
the midst of the torrid zone of Africa: and so are the Ansieki, bordering on Loango.
The wild Arabs, who live mostly within the torrid zone, are bold and resolute, holding
war to be intended for them by Providence. The African negroes, though living in the
hottest known country, are yet stout and vigorous, and the most healthy people in the
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universe. | need scarcely mention again the negroes adjacent to New Guinea, who
have an uncommon degree of boldness and ferocity. But I mention with pleasure the
island Otaheite, discovered in the South Sea by Wallis, because the inhabitants are not
exceeded by any other people in firmness of mind. Though the Dolphin was probably
the first ship they had ever seen, yet they resolutely marched to the shore, and
attacked her with a shower of stones. Some volleys of small shot made them give
way: but returning with redoubled ardour, they did not totally lose heart till the great
guns thundered in their ears. Nor even then did they run away in terror; but advising
together, they assumed looks of peace, and signified a willingness to forbear
hostilities. Peace being settled, they were singularly kind to our people, supplying
their wants, and mixing with them in friendly intercourse.* When Mr. Banks and Dr.
Solander were on the coast of New Holland, the natives, seeing some of our men
fishing near the shore, singled out a number of their own equal to those in the boat,
who marching down to the water-edge, challenged the strangers to fight them; an
instance of true heroic courage. The people in that part of New Holland must be of a
race very different from those whom Dampier saw.

A noted author (a) holds all savages to be bold, impetuous, and proud; assigning for a
cause, their equality and independence. As in that observation he seems to lay no
weight on climate, and as little on original disposition, it is with regret that my subject
leads me in this public manner to differ from him with respect to the latter. The
character he gives in general to all savages, is indeed applicable to many savage
tribes, our European forefathers in particular; but not to all. It but faintly suits even
the North-American savages, whom our author seems to have had in his eye; for in
war they carefully avoid open force, relying chiefly on stratagem and surprise. They
value themselves, it is said, upon saving men; but as that motive was no less weighty
in Europe, and indeed every where, the proneness of our forefathers to open violence,
demonstrates their superiority in active courage. The following incidents reported by
Charlevoix give no favourable idea of North-American boldness. The fort de
Vercheres in Canada, belonging to the French, was in the year 1690 attacked by some
Iroquois. They approached silently, preparing to scale the palisade, when a musket-
shot or two made them retire. Advancing a second time, they were again repulsed,
wondering that they could discover none but a woman, who was seen every where.
This was Madame de Vercheres, who appeared as resolute as if supported by a
numerous garrison. The hopes of storming a place without men to defend it,
occasioned reiterated attacks. After two days siege, they retired, fearing to be
intercepted in their retreat. Two years after, a party of the same nation appeared
before the fort so unexpectedly, that a girl of fourteen, daughter of the proprietor, had
but time to shut the gate. With the young woman there was not a soul but one raw
soldier. She showed herself with her assistant, sometimes in one place, sometimes in
another; changing her dress frequently, in order to give some appearance of a
garrison, and always firing opportunely. The faint-hearted Iroquois decamped without
success.

But if the Americans abound not with active courage, their passive courage is beyond
conception. Every writer expatiates on the torments they endure, not only patiently,

but with singular fortitude; deriding their tormentors, and braving their utmost cruelty.
North-American savages differ indeed so widely from those formerly in Europe, as to
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render it highly im-probable that they are of the same race. Passive courage they have
even to a wonder; but abound not in active courage: our European forefathers, on the
contrary, were much more remarkable for the latter than for the former. The
Kamskatkans in every article resemble the North-Americans. In war they are full of
stratagem, but never attack openly if they can avoid it. When victorious, they murder
without mercy, burn their prisoners alive, or tear out their bowels. If they be
surrounded and cannot escape, they turn desperate, cut the throats of their wives and
children, and throw themselves into the midst of their enemies. And yet these people
are abundantly free. Their want of active courage is the more surprising, because they
make no difficulty of suicide when they fall into any distress. But their passive
courage is equal to that of the Americans: when tortured in order to extort a
confession, they show the utmost firmness; and seldom discover more than what they
freely confess at their first examination.

The savages of Guiana are indolent, good-natured, submissive, and a little cow-ardly;
though they are on a footing with the North-Americans in equality and independence.
The inhabitants of the Marian or Ladrone islands live in a state of perfect equality:
every man avenges the injury done to himself; and even children are regardless of
their parents. Yet these people are great cowards: in battle indeed they utter loud
shouts; but it is more to animate themselves than to terrify the enemy. The negroes on
the slave-coast of Guinea are good-natured and obliging; but not remarkable for
courage.* The Laplanders are of all men the most timid: upon the slightest surprise
they fall down in a swoon, like the feeblest female in England: thunder deprives them
of their five senses. The face of their country is nothing but rocks covered with moss:
it would be scarce habitable but for rain-deer, on which the Laplanders chiefly depend
for food.

The Macassars, inhabitants of the island Celebes in the torrid zone, differ from all
other people. They have active courage above even the fiercest European savages; and
they equal the North-American savages in passive courage. During the reign of Cha
Naraya King of Siam, a small party of Macassars who were in the King’s pay having
revolted, it required a whole army of Siamites to subdue them. Four Macassars, taken
alive, were cruelly tortured. They were beaten to mummy with cudgels, iron pins were
thrust under their nails, all their fingers broken, the flesh burnt off their arms, and
their temples squeezed between boards; yet they bore all with unparalleled firmness.
They even refused to be converted to Christianity, though the Jesuits offered to
intercede for them. A tiger, let loose, having fastened on the foot of one of them, the
man never once offered to draw it away. Another, without uttering a word, bore the
tiger breaking the bones of his back. A third suffered the animal to lick the blood from
his face, without shrinking, or turning away his eyes. During the whole of that horrid
spectacle, they never once bewailed themselves, nor were heard to utter a groan.

The frigidity of the North-Americans, men and women, differing in that particular
from all other savages, is to me evidence of a separate race. And I am the more
confirmed in that opinion, when I find a celebrated writer, whose abilities no person
calls in question, endeavouring in vain to ascribe that circumstance to moral and
physical causes. Si Pergama dextra defendi posset.13
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In concluding from the foregoing facts that there are different races of men, I reckon
upon strenuous opposition; not only from men biassed against what is new or
uncommon, but from numberless sedate writers, who hold every distinguishing mark,
internal as well as external, to be the effect of soil and climate. Against the former,
patience is my only shield; but I cannot hope for any converts to a new opinion,
without removing the arguments urged by the latter.

Among the endless number of writers who ascribe supreme efficacy to the climate,
Vitruvius shall take the lead. The first chapter of his sixth book is entirely employed
in describing the influence of climate on the constitution and temper. The following is
the substance. “For the sun, where he draws out a moderate degree of moisture,
preserves the body in a temperate state; but where his rays are more fierce, he drains
the body of moisture. In very cold regions, where the moisture is not suck’d up by the
heat, the body sucking in the dewy air, rises to a great size, and has a deep tone of
voice. Northern nations accordingly, from cold and moisture, have large bodies, a
white skin, red hair, gray eyes, and much blood. Nations, on the contrary, near the
equator, are of small stature, tawny complexion, curled hair, black eyes, slender legs,
and little blood. From want of blood they are cowardly: but they bear fevers well,
their constitution being formed by heat. Northern nations, on the contrary, sink under
a fever; but, from the abundance of blood, they are bold in war.” In another part of the
chapter he adds, “From the thinness of the air and enlivening heat, southern nations
are quick in thought, and acute in reasoning. Those in the north, on the contrary, who
breathe a thick and cold air, are dull and stupid.” And this he illustrates from serpents,
which in summer-heat are active and vigorous; but in winter, become torpid and
immoveable. He then proceeds as follows. “It is then not at all surprising, that heat
should sharpen the understanding, and cold blunt it. Thus the southern nations are
ready in counsel, and acute in thought; but make no figure in war, their courage being
exhausted by the heat of the sun. The inhabitants of cold climates, prone to war, rush
on with vehemence without the least fear; but are slow of understanding.” Then he
proceeds to account, upon the same principle, for the superiority of the Romans in
arms, and for the extent of their empire. “For as the planet Jupiter lies between the
fervid heat of Mars and the bitter cold of Saturn; so Italy, in the middle of the
temperate zone possesses all that is favourable in either climate. Thus by conduct in
war, the Romans overcome the impetuous force of northern barbarians; and by vigour
of arms confound the politic schemes of her southern neighbours. Divine Providence
appears to have placed the Romans in that happy situation, in order that they might
become masters of the world.”—Vegetius accounts for the different characters of men
from the same principle: “Omnes nationes quae vicinae sunt soli, nimio calore
siccatas, amplius quidem sapere, sed minus habere sanguinis dicunt: ac propterea
constantiam ac fiduciam cominus non habere pugnandi, quia metuunt vulnera, qui se
exiguum sanguinem habere noverunt. Contra, septentrionales populi, remoti a solis
ardoribus, inconsultiores quidem, sed tamen largo sanguine redundantes, sunt ad bella
promptissimi” (a) .* —Servius, in his commentary on the Aeneid of Virgil () , says,
“Afri versipelles, Graeci leves, Galli pigrioris ingenii, quod natura climatum facit.”
—NMallet, in the introduction to his history of Denmark, copying Vitruvius and
Vegetius, strains hard to derive ferocity and courage in the Scandinavians from the
climate:
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A great abundance of blood, fibres strong and rigid, vigour inexhaustible, formed the
temperament of the Germans, the Scandinavians, and of all other people who live
under the same climate. Robust by the climate, and hardened with exercise;
confidence in bodily strength formed their character. A man who relies on his own
force, cannot bear restraint, nor submission to the arbitrary will of another. As he has
no occasion for artifice, he is altogether a stranger to fraud or dissimulation. As he is
always ready to repel force by force, he is not suspicious nor distrustful. His courage
prompts him to be faithful in friendship, generous, and even magnanimous. He is
averse to occupations that require more assiduity than action; because moderate
exercise affords not to his blood and fibres that degree of agitation which suits them.
Hence his disgust at arts and manufactures; and as passion labours to justify itself,
hence his opinion, that war only and hunting are honourable professions.

Before subscribing to this doctrine, I wish to be satisfied of a few particulars. Is our
author certain, that inhabitants of cold countries have the greatest quantity of blood?
And is he certain, that courage is in every man proportioned to the quantity of his
blood?* Is he also certain, that ferocity and love of war did universally obtain a-mong
the northern Europeans? Tacitus gives a very different character of the Chauci, who
inhabited the north of Germany: “Tam immensum terrarum spatium non tenent
tantum Chauci, sed et implent: populus inter Germanos nobilissimus, quique
magnitudinem suam malit justitia tueri. Sine cupiditate, sine impotentia, quieti,
secretique, nulla provocant bella, nullis raptibus aut latrociniis populantur. Idque
praecipuum virtutis ac virium argumentum est, quod ut superiores agunt, non per
injurias assequuntur. Prompta tamen omnibus arma, ac, si res poscat, exercitus” (a) .1
Again, with respect to the Arii, he bears witness, that beside ferocity, and strength of
body, they were full of fraud and artifice. Neither do the Laplanders nor Samoides
correspond to his description, being remarkable for pusillanimity, though inhabitants
of a bitter-cold country.} Lastly, a cold climate doth not always make the inhabitants
averse to occupations that require more assiduity than action: the people of Iceland
formerly were much addicted to study and literature; and for many centuries were the
chief historians of the north. They are to this day fond of chess, and spend much of
their time in that amusement: there is scarce a peasant but who has a chess-board and
men. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander report, that the peasants of Iceland are addicted to
history, not only of their own country, but of that of Europe.*

The most formidable antagonist remains still on hand, the celebrated Montesquieu,
who is a great champion for the climate; observing, that in hot climates people are
timid like old men, and in cold climates bold like young men. This in effect is to
maintain, that the torrid zone is an unfit habitation for men; that they degenerate in it,
lose their natural vigour, and even in youth become like old men. That au-thor
certainly intended not any imputation on Providence; and yet, doth it not look like an
imputation, to maintain, that so large a portion of the globe is fit for beasts only, not
for men? Some men are naturally fitted for a temperate or for a cold climate: he ought
to have explained, why other men may not be fitted for a hot climate. There does not
appear any opposition between heat and courage, more than between cold and
courage: on the contrary, courage seems more connected with the former than with
the latter. The fiercest and boldest animals, the lion, for example, the tiger, the
panther, thrive best in the hottest climates. The great condor of Peru, in the torrid
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zone, is a bird not a little fierce and rapacious. A lion visibly degenerates in a
temperate climate. The lions of Mount Atlas, which is sometimes crowned with snow,
have not the boldness, nor the force, nor the ferocity of such as tread the burning
sands of Zaara and Biledulgerid. This respectable author, it is true, endeavours to
support his opinion from natural causes. These are ingenious and plausible; but
unluckily they are contradicted by stubborn facts; which will ap-pear upon a very
slight survey of this globe. The Samoides and Laplanders are living instances of
uncommon pusillanimity in the inhabitants of a cold climate; and instances, not few in
number, have been mentioned of warlike people in a hot climate. To these I add the
Hindows, whom our author will not admit to have any degree of courage; though he
acknowledges, that, prompted by religion, the men voluntarily submit to dreadful
tortures, and that even women are ambitious to burn themselves alive with their
deceased husbands. In vain does he endeavour to account for such extraordinary
exertions of fortitude, active as well as passive, from the power of imagination; as if
imagination could operate more forcibly in a woman to burn herself alive, than on a
man to meet his enemy in battle. The Malayans and Scandinavians live in opposite
climates, and yet are equally courageous. Providence has placed these nations, each of
them, in its proper climate: cold would benumb a Malayan in Sweden, heat would
enervate a Swede in Malacca; and both would be rendered cowards. I stop here; for to
enter the lists against an antagonist of so great fame, gives me a feeling as if [ were
treading on forbidden ground.

It is my firm opinion, that neither temper nor talents have much dependence on
climate. I cannot discover any probable exception, if it be not a taste for the fine arts.
Where the influence of the sun is great, people are enervated with heat: where little,
they are benumbed with cold. A clear sky, with moderate heat, exhibit a very different
scene: the chearfulness they produce disposes men to enjoyment of every kind.
Greece, Italy, and the Lesser Asia, are delicious countries, affording variety of natural
beauties to feast every sense: and men accustomed to enjoyment, search for it in art as
well as in nature; the passage from the one to the other being easy and inviting. Hence
the origin and progress of statuary and of painting, in the countries mentioned. It has
not escaped observation, that the rude manners of savages are partly owing to the
roughness and barrenness of uncultivated land. England has few natural beauties to
boast of: even high mountains, deep valleys, impetuous torrents, and such other wild
and awful beauties, are rare. But of late years, that country has received manifold
embellishments from its industrious inhabitants; and in many of its scenes may now
compare with countries that are more favoured by the sun or by nature. Its soil has
become fertile, its verdure enlivening, and its gardens the finest in the world. The
consequence is what might have been foreseen: the fine arts are gaining ground daily.
May it not be expected, that the genius and sensibility of the inhabitants, will in time
produce other works of art, to rival their gardens? How delightful to a true-hearted
Briton is the prospect, that London, instead of Rome, may become the centre of the
fine arts!

Sir William Temple is of opinion, that courage depends much on animal food. He
remarks, that the horse and the cock are the only animals of courage that live on
vegetables. Provided the body be kept in good plight, I am apt to think, that the
difference of food can have little influence on the mind. Nor is Sir William’s remark
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supported by experience. Several small birds, whose only food is grain, have no less
courage than the cock. The wolf, the fox, the vulture, on the other hand, are not
remarkable for courage, though their only food is the flesh of animals.14

The colour of the Negroes, as above observed, affords a strong presumption of their
being a different species from the Whites; and I once thought, that the presumption
was supported by inferiority of understanding in the former. But it appears to me
doubtful, upon second thoughts, whether that inferiority may not be occasioned by
their condition. A man never ripens in judgment nor in prudence but by exercising
these powers. At home, the negroes have little occasion to exercise either: they live
upon fruits and roots, which grow without culture: they need little clothing: and they
erect houses without trouble or art.* Abroad, they are miserable slaves, having no
encouragement either to think or to act. Who can say how far they might improve in a
state of freedom, were they obliged, like Europeans, to procure bread with the sweat
of their brows? Some nations in Negroland, particularly that of Whidah, have made
great improvements in government, in police, and in manners. The negroes on the
Gold coast are naturally gay: they apprehend readily what is said to them, have a good
judgment, are equitable in their dealings, and accommodate themselves readily to the
manners of strangers. And yet, after all, there seems to be some original difference
between the Negroes and Hindows. In no country are food and raiment procured with
less labour than in the southern parts of Hindostan, where the heat is great: and yet no
people are more industrious than the Hindows.15

I shall close the survey with some instances that seem to differ widely from the
common nature of man. The Giagas, a fierce and wandering nation in the heart of
Africa, are in effect land-pirates, at war with all the world. They indulge in polygamy;
but bury all their children the moment of birth, and choose in their stead the most
promising children taken in war. There is no principle among animals more prevalent
than affection to offspring: supposing the Giagas to be born without hands or without
feet, would they be more distinguishable from the rest of mankind?{ To move the
Giagas, at first, to murder their own children, and to adopt those of strangers, is a
proof of some original principle peculiar to that people: and the continuance of the
same practice among the persons adopted, is a strong instance of the force of custom
prevailing over one of the most vigorous laws of nature.16 The author of an account
of Guiana, mentioning a deadly poison composed by the natives, says, “I do not find,
that even in their wars, they ever use poisoned arrows. And yet it may be wondered,
that a people living under no laws, actuated with no religious principle, and
unrestrained by the fear of present or future punishment, should not sometimes
employ that fatal poison for gratifying hatred, jealousy, or revenge. But in a state of
nature, though there are few restraints, there are also fewer temptations to vice; and
the different tribes are doubtless sensible, that poisoned arrows in war would upon the
whole do more mischief than good.”17 This writer, it would seem, has forgot that
prospects of future good or evil never have influence upon savages. Is it his opinion,
that fear of future mischief to themselves, would make the negroes of New Guinea
abstain from employing poisoned arrows against their enemies? To account for
manners so singular in the savages of Guiana, there is nothing left but original
disposition. The Japanese resent injuries in a manner that has not a parallel in any
other part of the world: it would be thought inconsistent with human nature, were it
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not well vouched. Others wreak their resentment on the person who affronts them; but
an inhabitant of Japan wreaks it on himself: he rips up his own belly. Kempfer reports
the following instance. A gentleman going down the great stair of the Emperor’s
palace, passed another going up, and their swords happened to clash. The person
descending took offence: the other excused himself, saying that it was accidental,
adding, that the swords only were concerned, and that the one was as good as the
other. I’ll show you the difference, says the person who began the quarrel: he drew his
sword, and ripped up his own belly. The other, piqued at being thus prevented in
revenge, hastened up with a plate he had in his hand for the Emperor’s table; and
returning with equal speed, he in like manner ripped up his belly in sight of his
antagonist, saying, “If I had not been serving my prince, you should not have got the
start of me; but I shall die satisfied, having show’d you that my sword is as good as
yours.” The same author gives an instance of uncommon ferocity in the Japanese,
blended with manners highly polished. In the midst of a large company at dinner, a
young woman, straining to reach a plate, unwarily suffered wind to escape. Ashamed
and confounded, she raised her breasts to her mouth, tore them with her teeth, and
expired on the spot. The Japanese are equally singular in some of their religious
opinions. They never supplicate the gods in distress; holding, that as the gods enjoy
uninterrupted bliss, such supplications would be offensive to them. Their holidays
accordingly are dedicated to feasts, weddings, and all public and private rejoicings. It
is delightful to the gods, say they, to see men happy. They are far from being singular
in thinking that a benevolent Deity is pleased to see men happy; but nothing can be
more inconsistent with the common feelings of men, than to hold, that in distress it is
wrong to supplicate the Author of our being for relief, and that he will be displeased
with such supplication. In deep affliction, there is certainly no balm equal to that of
pouring out the heart to a benevolent Deity, and expressing entire resignation to his
will.

In support of the foregoing doctrine, many particulars still more extraordinary might
have been quoted from Greek and Roman writers: but truth has no occasion for
artifice; and I would not take advan-tage of celebrated names to vouch facts that
appear incredible or doubtful. The Greeks and Romans made an illustrious figure in
poetry, rhetoric, and all the fine arts; but they were little better than novices in natural
history. More than half of the globe was to them the Terra Australis incognita, and
imagination operates without controul, when it is not checked by knowledge: the
ignorant at the same time are delighted with wonders; and the most wonderful story is
always the most welcome. This may serve as an apology for ancient writers, even
when they relate and believe facts to us incredible. Men at that period were ignorant
in a great measure of nature, and of the limits of her operations. One concession will
chearfully be made to me, that the writers mentioned, who report things at second-
hand, are much more excusable than the earliest of our modern travellers, who
pretend to vouch endless wonders from their own knowledge. Natural history, that of
man especially, is of late years much ripened: no improbable tale is suffered to pass
without a strict examination; and I have been careful to adopt no facts, but what are
vouched by late travellers and writers of credit. Were it true, what Diodorus Siculus
reports, on the authority of Agatharchides of Cnidus, concerning the Ichthyophages
on the east coast of Afric, it would be a more pregnant proof of a distinct race of men,
than any | have discovered. They are described to be so stupid, that even when their
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wives and children are killed in their sight, they stand insensible, and give no signs
either of anger or of compassion. This I cannot believe upon so slight testimony;
especially as the Greeks and Romans were at that time extremely credulous, being
less acquainted with neighbouring nations, than we are with the Antipodes. Varro, in
his treatise De re rustica, reports it as an undoubted truth, that in Lusitania mares
were impregnated by the west wind; and both Pliny and Columella are equally
positive.18 The Balearic islands, Majorca, Minorca, Yvica, are at no great distance
from Sicily; and yet Diodorus the Sicilian reports of the inhabitants, that at the
solemnization of marriage all the male friends, and even the household servants,
enjoyed the bride before the bridegroom was admit-ted. Credat Judaeus appella. 1t
would not be much more difficult to make me believe what is said by Pliny of the
Blemmyans, that they had no head, and that the mouth and eyes were in the breast; or
of the Arimaspi, who had but one eye, placed in the middle of the forehead; or of the
Astomi, who, having no mouth, could neither eat nor drink, but lived upon smelling;
or of a thousand other absurdities which Pliny relates, with a grave face, in the 6th
book of his natural history, cap. 30. and in the 7th book, cap. 2.

Thus, upon an extensive survey of the inhabited parts of our globe, many nations are
found differing so widely from each other, not only in complexion, features, shape,
and other external circumstances, but in temper and disposition, particularly in two
capital articles, courage, and behaviour to strangers, that even the certainty of
different races could not make one expect more striking varieties. Doth M. Buffon
think it sufficient to say dryly, that such varieties may possibly be the effect of
climate, or of other accidental causes? The presumption is, that the varieties subsisting
at present have always sub-sisted; which ought to be held as true, till positive
evidence be brought of the contrary: instead of which we are put off with mere
suppositions and possibilities.

But not to rest entirely upon presumptive evidence, to me it appears clear from the
very frame of the human body, that there must be different races of men fitted for
different climates. Few animals are more affected than men generally are, not only
with change of seasons in the same climate, but with change of weather in the same
season. Can such a being be fitted for all climates equally? Impossible. A man must at
least be hardened by nature against the slighter changes of seasons or weather: he
ought to be altogether insensible of such changes. Yet from Sir John Pringle’s
observations on the diseases of the army, to go no further, it appears, that even
military men, who ought of all to be the hardiest, are greatly affected by them. Horses
and horned cattle sleep on the bare ground, wet or dry, without harm, and yet are not
made for every climate: can a man be made for every climate, who is so much more
delicate, that he cannot sleep on wet ground without hazard of some mortal disease?

But the argument I chiefly rely on is, That were all men of one species, there never
could have existed, without a miracle, different kinds, such as exist at present. Giving
allowance for every supposable variation of climate or of other natural causes, what
can follow, as observed about the dog-kind, but endless varieties among individuals,
as among tulips in a garden, so as that no individual shall resemble another? Instead
of which, we find men of different kinds, the individuals of each kind remarkably
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uniform, and differing no less remarkably from the individuals of every other kind.
Uniformity without variation is the offspring of nature, never of chance.

There is another argument that appears also to have weight. Horses, with respect to
size, shape, and spirit, differ widely in different climates. But let a male and a female
of whatever climate be carried to a country where horses are in perfection, their
progeny will improve gradually, and will acquire in time the perfection of their kind.
Is not this a proof, that all horses are of one kind? If so, men are not all of one kind;
for if a White mix with a Black in whatever climate, or a Hottentot with a Samoide,
the result will not be either an improvement of the kind, or the contrary, but a mongrel
breed differing from both parents.

It is thus ascertained beyond any rational doubt, that there are different races or kinds
of men, and that these races or kinds are naturally fitted for different climates: whence
we have reason to conclude, that originally each kind was placed in its proper climate,
whatever change may have happened in later times by war or commerce.

There is a remarkable fact that confirms the foregoing conjectures. As far back as
history goes, or tradition kept alive by history, the earth was inhabited by savages
divided into many small tribes, each tribe having a language peculiar to itself. Is it not
natural to suppose, that these original tribes were different races of men, placed in
proper climates, and left to form their own language?

Upon summing up the whole particulars mentioned above, would one hesitate a
moment to adopt the following opinion, were there no counterbalancing evidence,
namely, “That God created many pairs of the human race, differing from each other
both externally and internally; that he fitted these pairs for different climates, and
placed each pair in its proper climate; that the peculiarities of the original pairs were
preserved entire in their descendents; who, having no assistance but their natural
talents, were left to gather knowledge from experience, and in particular were left
(each tribe) to form a language for itself; that signs were sufficient for the original
pairs, without any language but what nature suggests; and that a language was formed
gradually, as a tribe increased in numbers and in different occupations, to make
speech necessary”? But this opinion, however plausible, we are not permitted to
adopt; being taught a different lesson by revelation, namely, That God created but a
single pair of the human species. Though we cannot doubt of the authority of Moses,
yet his account of the creation of man is not a little puzzling, as it seems to con-tradict
every one of the facts mentioned above. According to that account, different races of
men were not created, nor were men framed originally for different climates. All men
must have spoken the same language, that of our first parents. And what of all seems
the most contradictory to that account, is the savage state: Adam, as Moses informs
us, was endued by his Maker with an eminent degree of knowledge; and he certainly
must have been an excellent preceptor to his children and their progeny, among whom
he lived many generations. Whence then the degeneracy of all men into the savage
state? To account for that dismal catastrophe, mankind must have suffered some
terrible convulsion.
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That terrible convulsion is revealed to us in the history of the tower of Babel,
contained in the 11th chapter of Genesis, which is, “That for many centuries after the
deluge, the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech; that they united to
build a city on a plain in the land of Shinar, with a tower whose top might reach into
heaven; that the Lord beholding the people to be one, and to have all one language,
and that nothing would be restrained from them which they imagined to do,
confounded their language, that they might not understand one another; and scattered
them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” Here light breaks forth in the midst of
darkness. By confounding the language of men, and scattering them abroad upon the
face of all the earth, they were rendered savages. And to harden them for their new
habitations, it was necessary that they should be divided into different kinds, fitted for
different climates. Without an immediate change of bodily constitution, the builders
of Babel could not possibly have subsisted in the burning region of Guinea, nor in the
frozen region of Lapland; especially without houses, or any other convenience to
protect them against a destructive climate. Against this history it has indeed been
urged, “That the circumstances mentioned evince it to be purely an allegory; that men
never were so frantic as to think of building a tower whose top might reach to heaven;
and that it is grossly absurd, taking the matter lite-rally, that the Almighty was afraid
of men, and reduced to the necessity of saving himself by a miracle.” But that this is a
real history, must necessarily be admitted, as the confusion of Babel is the only
known fact that can reconcile sacred and profane history.

And this leads us to consider the diversity of languages.* If the common lan-guage of
men had not been confounded upon their undertaking the tower of Babel, I affirm,
that there never could have been but one language. Antiquaries constantly suppose a
migrating spirit in the original inhabitants of this earth; not only without evidence, but
contrary to all probability. Men never desert their connections nor their country
without necessity: fear of enemies and of wild beasts, as well as the attraction of
society, are more than sufficient to restrain them from wandering; not to mention, that
savages are peculiarly fond of their natal soil.* The first migrations were probably
occasioned by factions and civil wars; the next by commerce. Greece affords
instances of the former, Phoenicia of the latter. Unless upon such occasions, members
of a family or of a tribe will never retire farther from their fellows than is necessary
for food; and by retiring gradually, they lose neither their connections nor their
manners, far less their language, which is in constant exercise. As far back as history
carries us, tribes without number are discovered, each having a language peculiar to
itself. Strabo (a) reports, that the Albanians were divided into several tribes, differing
in external appearance and in language. Caesar found in Gaul several such tribes; and
Tacitus records the names of many tribes in Germany. There are a multitude of
American tribes which to this day continue distinct from each other, and have each a
different language. The mother-tongues at present, though numerous, bear no
proportion to what formerly existed. We find original tribes gradually enlarging; by
conquest frequently, and more frequently by the union of weak tribes for mutual
defense. Such events lessen the number of languages. The Coptic is not a living
language any where. The Celtic tongue, once extensive, is at present confined to the
Highlands of Scotland, to Wales, to Britany, and to a part of Ireland. In a few
centuries, it will share the fate of many other original tongues: it will totally be
forgotten.
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If men had not been scattered every where by the confusion of Babel, another
particular must have occurred, differing no less from what has really happened than
that now mentioned. As paradise is conjectured to have been situated in the heart of
Asia, the surrounding regions, for the reason above given, must have been first
peopled; and the civilization and improvements of the mother-country were
undoubtedly carried along to every new settlement. In particular, the colonies planted
in America and the South Sea islands,19 must have been highly polished; because,
being at the greatest distance, they probably were the latest. And yet these and other
remote people, the Mexicans and Peruvians excepted, remain to this day in the
original savage state of hunting and fishing.

Thus, had not men wildly attempted to build a tower whose top might reach to
heaven, all men would not only have had the same language, but would have made
the same progress towards maturity of knowledge and civilization. That deplorable
event reversed all nature: by scattering men over the face of all the earth, it deprived
them of society, and rendered them savages. From that state of degeneracy, they have
been emerging gradually. Some nations, stimulated by their own nature, or by their
climate, have made a ra-pid progress; some have proceeded more slowly; and some
continue savages. To trace out that progress toward maturity in different nations, is
the subject of the present undertaking.
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SKETCH I

Progress Respecting Food And Populationl

In temperate climes, men fed originally on fruits that grow without culture, and on the
flesh of land-animals. As such animals become shy when often hunted, there is a
contrivance of nature, no less simple than effectual, which engages men to bear with
chearfulness the fatigues of hunting, and the uncertainty of capture; and that is, an
appetite for hunting. Hunger alone is not sufficient: savages who act by sense, not by
foresight, move not when the stomach is full; and it would be too late when the
stomach is empty, to form a hunting-party. As that appetite is common to all savages
whose food depends on hunting; it is an illustrious instance of providential care, the
adapting the internal constitution of man to his external circumstances.* The ap-petite
for hunting, though among us little necessary for food, is to this day remark-able in
young men, high and low, rich and poor. Natural propensities may be rendered faint
or obscure, but never are totally eradicated.

Fish was not early the food of man. Water is not our element; and savages probably
did not attempt to draw food from the sea or from rivers, till land-animals became
scarce. Plutarch in his Symposiacs observes, that the Syrians and Greeks of old
abstained from fish. Menelaus (@) complains, that his companions had been reduced
by hunger to that food; and though the Grecian camp at the siege of Troy was on the
sea-shore, there is not in Homer a single hint of their feeding on fish. We learn from
Dion Cassius, that the Caledonians did not eat fish, though they had them in plenty;
which is confirmed by Adamannus, a Scotch historian, in his life of St. Columba. The
ancient Caledonians depended almost entirely on deer for food; because in a cold
country the fruits that grow spontaneously afford little nourishment; and domestic
animals, which at present so much abound, were not early known in the north of
Britain.

Antiquaries talk of acorns, nuts, and other shell-fruits, as the only vegetable food that
men had originally, overlooking wheat, rice, barley, &c. which must from the creation
have grown spontaneously: for surely, when agriculture first commenced, it did not
require a miracle to procure the seeds of these plants.* The Laplanders, possessing a
country where corn will not grow, make bread of the inner bark of trees; and Linnaeus
reports, that swine there fatten on that food, as well as in Sweden upon corn.

Plenty of food procured by hunting and fishing, promotes population: but as
consumption of food increases with population, wild animals, sorely persecuted,
become not only more rare, but more shy. Men, thus pinched for food, are excited to
try other means for supplying their wants. A fawn, a kid, or a lamb, taken alive and
tamed for amusement, suggested probably flocks and herds, and introdu-ced the
shepherd-state. Changes are not perfected but by slow degrees: hunting and fishing
continue for a long time favourite occupations; and the few animals that are
domesticated, serve as a common stock to be distributed among individuals,
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according to their wants. But as the idle and indolent, though the least deserving, are
thus the greatest consumers of the common stock, an improvement crept in, that every
family should rear a stock for themselves. Men by that means being taught to rely on
their own industry, displayed the hoarding principle, which multiplied flocks and
herds exceedingly. And thus the shepherd-state was perfected, plenty of food being
supplied at home, without ranging the woods or the waters. Hunting and fishing,
being no longer necessary for food, became an amusement merely, and a gratification
of the original appetite for hunting.

The finger of God may be clearly traced in the provision made of animal food for
man. Gramenivorous animals, perhaps all, make palatable and wholesome food. I
except not the horse: some nations feed on it; others do not, because it is more
profitable by its labour. Carnivorous animals, generally speaking, make not
wholesome food nor palatable. The first-mentioned animals are gentle, and easily
tamed: the latter are fierce, not easily tamed, and uncertain in temper when tamed.
Grass grows every where in temperate regions; and men beside can multiply animal
food without end, by training domestic animals to live on turnip, carrot, potatoe, and
other roots. Herodotus adds the following admirable reflection: “We may rationally
conjecture, that Divine Providence has rendered extremely prolific such creatures as
are naturally fearful, and serve for food, lest they should be destroyed by constant
consumption: whereas the rapacious and cruel are almost barren. The hare, which is
the prey of beasts, birds, and men, is a great breeder: a lioness, on the contrary, the
strongest and fiercest of beasts, brings forth but once.”

The shepherd-state is friendly to population. Men by plenty of food multiply apace;
and, in process of time, neighbouring tribes, straitened in their pasture, go to war for
extension of territory, or mi-grate to land not yet occupied. Necessity, the mother of
invention, suggested agriculture. When corn growing spontaneously was rendered
scarce by consumption, it was an obvious thought to propagate it by art: nature was
the guide, which carries on its work of propagation with seeds that drop from a plant
in their maturity, and spring up new plants. As the land was possessed in common, the
seed of course was sown in common; and the product was stored in a common
repository, to be parcelled out among individuals in want, as the common stock of
animals had been formerly. We have for our authority Diodorus Siculus, that the
Celtiberians divided their land annually among individuals, to be laboured for the use
of the public; and that the product was stored up, and distributed from time to time
among the necessitous. A lasting division of the land among the members of the state,
securing to each man the product of his own skill and labour, was a great spur to
industry, and multiplied food exceedingly. Population made a rapid progress, and
government became an art; for agriculture and commerce cannot flourish without
salutary laws.

Natural fruits ripen to greater perfection in a temperate than in a cold climate, and
cultivation is more easy; which circumstances make it highly probable, that
agriculture became first an art in temperate climes. The culture of corn was so early in
Greece, as to make a branch of its fabulous history: in Egypt it must have been coeval
with the inhabitants; for while the Nile overflows, they cannot subsist without corn (@)
. Nor without corn could the ancient monarchies of Assyria and Babylon have been so
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populous and powerful as they are said to have been. In the northern parts of Europe,
wheat, barley, pease, and perhaps oats, are foreign plants: as the climate is not
friendly to corn, agriculture must have crept northward by slow degrees; and, even at
present, it requires no small portion both of skill and industry to bring corn to maturity
in such a climate. Hence it may be inferred with certainty, that the shepherd-state
continued longer in northern climates than in those nearer the sun. Cold countries,
however, are friendly to population; and the northern people, multiplying beyond the
food that can be supplied by flocks and herds, were compelled to throw off many
swarms in search of new habitations. Their frequent migrations were for many years a
dreadful scourge to neighbouring nations. People, amazed at the multitude of the
invaders, judged, that the countries from whence they issued must have been
exceedingly populous; and hence the North was termed officina gentium. But scarcity
of food in the shepherd-state was the true cause; the north of Europe, in all
probability, is as well peopled at present as ever it was, though its migrations have
ceased, corn and commerce having put an end to that terrible scourge.* Denmark at
present feeds 2,000,000 inhabitants; Sweden, according to a list made up anno 1760,
2,383,113; and these countries must be much more populous than of old, when over-
run with immense woods, and when agriculture was unknown. Had the Danes and
Norwegians been acquainted with agriculture in the ninth and tenth centuries, when
they poured out multitudes upon their neighbours, they would not have ventured their
lives in frail vessels upon a tempestuous ocean, in order to distress nations who were
not their enemies. But hunger is a cogent motive; and hunger gave to these pirates
superiority in arms above every nation that enjoyed plenty at home. Luckily such
depredations must have intervals; for as they necessarily occasion great havock even
among the victors, the remainder finding sufficiency of food at home, rest there till an
increasing population forces them again to action.t Agriculture, which fixes people to
a spot, is an invincible obstacle to migration; and happy it is for Europe, that this art,
now universally diffused, has put an end for ever to that scourge, more destructive
than a pestilence: people find now occupation and subsistence at home, without
infesting others. Agriculture is a great blessing: it not only affords us food in plenty,
but secures the fruits of our industry from hungry and rapacious invaders.}

That the progress above traced must have proceeded from some vigorous impulse,
will be admitted, considering the prevailing influence of custom: once hunters, men
will always be hunters, till they be forced out of that state by some overpowering
cause. Hunger, the cause here assigned, is of all the most overpowering; and the same
cause, overcoming indolence and idleness, has introduced manufactures, commerce,
and variety of arts.*

The progress here delineated has, in all temperate climates of the Old World, been
precisely uniform; but it has been different in the extremes of cold and hot climates.
In very cold regions, which produce little vegetable food for man, the hunter-state was
originally essential. In temperate regions, as observed above, men subsisted partly on
vegetable food, which is more or less plentiful in proportion to the heat of the climate.
In the torrid zone, natural fruits are produced in such plenty and perfection, as to be
more than sufficient for a moderate population: and, in case of extraordinary
population, the transition to husbandry is easy. There are found, accordingly, in every
populous country of the torrid zone, crops of rice, maize, roots, and other vegetable
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food, raised by the hand of man. As hunting becomes thus less and less necessary in
the progress from cold to hot countries, the appetite for hunting keeps pace with that
progress: it is vigorous in very cold countries, where men depend on hunting for food:
it is less vigorous in temperate countries, where they are partly fed with natural fruits;
and there is scarce any vestige of it in hot countries, where vegetables are the food of
men, and where meat is an article of luxury. The original occupation of savages, both
in cold and temperate climates, is hunting, altogether essential in the former, as the
only means of procuring food. The next step of the progress in both, is the occupation
of a shepherd; and there the progress stops short in very cold regions, unfit for corn.
Lapland, in particular, produces no vegetable but moss, which is the food of no
animal but the rain-deer. This circumstance solely is what renders Lapland habitable
by men. Without rain-deer, the sea-coasts within the reach of fish would admit some
inhabitants; but the inland parts would be a desert. As the swiftness of that animal
makes it not an easy prey, the taming it for food must have been early attempted; and
its natural docility made the attempt succeed. It yields to no other animal in
usefulness: it is equal to a horse for draught: its flesh is excellent food; and the female
gives milk more nourishing than that of a cow: its fur is fine; and the leather made of
its skin is both soft and durable. In Tartary, though a great part of it lies in a temperate
zone, there is little corn. As far back as tradition reaches, the Tartars have had flocks
and herds; and yet, in a great measure, they not only continue hunters, but retain the
ferocity of that state: they are not fond of being shepherds, and have no knowledge of
husbandry. This, in appearance, is singular; but nothing happens without a cause.
Tartary is one continued mountain from west to east, rising high above the countries
to the south, and declining gradually to the northern ocean, without a single hill to
intercept the bitter blasts of the north. A few spots excepted, a tree above the size of a
shrub cannot live in it.* In Europe, the mountains of Norway and Lapland are a
comfortable screen against the north wind: whence it is, that the land about Stockholm
(a) pro-duces both trees and corn; and even about Abo (b) the climate is tolerable.
Great Tartary abounds with pasture; but extreme cold renders it very little capable of
corn. Through all Chinese Tartary, even as low as the 43d degree of latitude, the frost
continues seven or eight months yearly; and that country, though in the latitude of
France, is as cold as Iceland. The causes are its nitrous soil, and its height, without
any shelter from the west wind, that has passed through an immense continent
extremely cold. A certain place near the source of the river Kavamhuran, and within
80 leagues of the great wall, was found by Father Verbeist to be 3000 geometrical
paces above the level of the sea. Thus the Tartars, like the Laplanders, are chained to
the shepherd-state, and can never advance to be husbandmen. If population among
them ever become so considerable as to require more food than the shepherd-state can
supply, migration will be their only resource.

In every step of the progress, the torrid zone differs. We have no evidence that either
the hunter or shepherd state ever existed there: the inhabitants, at present, subsist on
vegetable food; and probably did so from the beginning. In Manila, one of the
Philippine islands, the trees bud, blossom, and bear fruit all the year round. The
natives, driven by Spanish invaders from the sea-coast to the inland parts, have no
particular place of abode, but live under the shelter of trees, which afford them food
as well as habitation; and, when the fruit is consumed in one spot, they remove to
another. The orange, lemon, and other European trees, bear fruit twice a-year: a sprig
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planted bears fruit within the year. And this picture of Manila answers to numberless
places in the torrid zone. The Marian or Ladrone islands are extremely populous, and
yet the inhabitants live entirely on fish, fruits, and roots. The inhabitants of the new
Philippine islands live on cocoa-nuts, salads, roots, and fish. The inland negroes make
but one meal a-day, which is in the evening. Their diet is plain, consisting mostly of
rice, fruits, and roots. The island of Otaheite is healthy, the people tall and well made;
and by temperance, vegetables and fish being their chief nourishment, they live to a
good old age, almost without any ailment. There is no such thing known among them
as rotten teeth: the very smell of wine or spirits is disagreeable; and they never deal in
tobacco nor spiceries. In many places Indian corn is the chief nourishment, which
every man plants for himself. The inhabitants of Biledulgerid and the desert of Zaara
have but two meals a-day, one in the morning, and one in the evening. Being
temperate, and strangers to diseases arising from luxury, they generally live to a great
age. Sixty with them is the prime of life, as thirty is in Europe. An inhabitant of
Madagascar will travel two or three days without any food but a sugar-cane. There is
indeed little appetite for animal food in hot climates; though beef and fowl have in
small quantities been introduced to the tables of the great, as articles of luxury. In
America are observable some variations from the progress; but these are reserved for
a separate sketch (a) .

With respect to population, that plenty of food is its chief cause, may be illustrated by
the following computation. The south-ern provinces of China produce two crops of
rice in a year, sometimes three; and an acre, well cultivated, gives food to ten persons.
The peasants go almost naked; and the better sort wear but a single garment made of
cotton, of which as much is produced upon an acre as may clothe four or five
hundred. Hence the extreme populousness of China and other rice countries. The
Cassave root, which serves the Americans for bread, is produced in such plenty, that
an acre of it will feed more persons than six acres of wheat. It is not, then, for want of
food that America is ill peopled. That Negroland is well peopled is past doubt,
considering the great annual draughts from that country to America, without any
apparent diminution of numbers. Instances are not extremely rare, of 200 children
born to one man by his different wives. Food must be in great plenty, to enable a man
to maintain so many children. It would require wonderful skill and labour to make
Europe so populous: an acre and a half of wheat is barely sufficient to maintain a
single family of peasants; and their clothing requires many acres more. A country
where the inhabitants live chiefly by hunting, must be very thin of inhabitants, as
10,000 acres, or double that number, are no more than sufficient for maintaining a
single family. If the multiplication of animals depended chiefly on fecundity, wolves
would be more numerous than sheep: a great proportion of the latter are deprived of
the procreating power, and many more of them are killed than of the former: yet we
see every where large flocks of sheep, seldom a wolf; for what reason, other than that
the former have plenty of food, the latter very little? A wolf resembles a savage who
lives by hunting, and consumes the game of five or six thousand acres.

Waving the question, Whether the human race be the offspring of one pair or of
many, it appears the intention of Providence, that the earth should be peopled, and
population be kept up by the ordinary means of procreation. By these means a tribe
soon becomes too populous for the primitive state of hunting and fishing: it may even
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become too populous for the shepherd-state; but it cannot easily become too populous
for husbandry. In the two former states, food must decrease in quantity as consumers
increase in number: but agriculture has the signal property of producing, by industry,
food in proportion to the number of consumers. In fact, the greatest quantities of corn
and of cattle are commonly produced in the most populous districts, where each
family has its proportion of land. An ancient Roman, sober and industrious, made a
shift to maintain his family on the produce of a few acres.*

The bounty given in Britain for exporting corn is friendly to population in two
respects; first, because husbandry requires many hands; and, next, because the bounty
lowers the price of corn at home. To give a bounty for exporting cattle would obstruct
population; because pasture requires few hands, and exportation raises the price of
cattle at home. From the single port of Cork, an. 1735, were ex-ported 107,161 barrels
of beef, 7379 barrels of pork, 13,461 casks of butter, and 85,727 firkins of the same
commodity. Thus a large portion of Ireland is set apart for feeding other nations. What
addition of strength would it not be to Britain, if that large quantity of food were
consumed at home by useful manufacturers!

No manufacture contributes more to population than that of silk. It employs as many
hands as wool; and it withdraws no land from tillage or pasture.2

Lapland is but thinly inhabited even for the shepherd-state, the country being capable
of maintaining a greater number of rain-deer, and consequently a greater number of
the human species than are found in it. Yet the Laplanders are well acquainted with
private property: every family has tame rain-deer of their own, to the extent
sometimes of four or five hundred: they indeed appear to have more rain-deer than
there is a demand for. Why then is Lapland so thinly peopled? Either it must have
been but lately planted, or the inhabitants are not prolific. I incline to the latter, upon
the authority of Scheffer. Tartary is also but thinly peopled; and as I find not that the
Tartars are less prolific than their neighbours, it is probable that Tartary, being the
most barren country in Asia, has not been early planted. At the same time, population
has been much retarded by the restless and roaming spirit of that people: it is true,
they have been forced into the shepherd-state by want of food; but so averse are they
to the sedentary life of a shepherd, that they trust their cattle to slaves, and persevere
in their favourite occupation of hunting. This disposition has been a dreadful pest to
the human species, the Tartars having made more extensive conquests, and destroyed
more men, than any other nation known in history: more cruel than tigers, they
seemed to have no delight but in blood and massacre, without any regard either to sex
or age.™ Luckily for the human species, rich spoils dazzled their eyes, and roused an
appetite for wealth. Avarice is sometimes productive of good: it moved these
monsters to sell the conquered people for slaves, which preserved the lives of
millions. Conquests, however successful, cannot go on for ever; they are not
accomplished without great loss of men; and the conquests of the Tartars depopulated
their country.

But as some centuries have elapsed without any considerable eruption of that fiery

people, their numbers must at present be considerable by the ordinary progress of
population. Have we not reason to dread new eruptions, like what formerly happened?
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Our foreknowledge of future events extends not far; but in all appearance we have
nothing to fear from that quarter. The Tartars subdued a great part of the world by
ferocity and undaunted courage, supported by liberty and independence. They
acknowledged Genhizkan as their leader in war, but were as far from being slaves, as
the Franks were when they conquered Gaul. Tamerlane again enjoyed but a
substituted power, and never had the boldness to assume the title of Chan or Emperor.
But the Tartars have submitted to the same yoke of despotism that their ferocity
imposed upon others; and being now governed by a number of petty tyrants, their
courage is broken by slavery, and they are no longer formidable to the rest of
mankind.*

Depopulation enters into the present sketch as well as population. The latter follows
not with greater certainty from equality of property, than the former from inequality.
In every great state, where the people by prosperity and opulence are sunk into
voluptuousness, we hear daily complaints of depopulation. Cookery depopulates like
a pestilence; because, when it becomes an art, it brings within the compass of one
stomach what is sufficient for ten in days of temperance; and is so far worse than a
pestilence, that the people never recruit again. The inhabitants of France devour at
present more food than the same number did formerly. The like is observable in
Britain, and in every country where luxury abounds. Remedies are proposed and put
in practice, celibacy disgraced, marriage encouraged, and rewards given for a
numerous offspring. All in vain! The only effectual remedies are to encourage
husbandry, and to repress luxury. Olivares hoped to repeople Spain by encouraging
matrimony. Abderam, a Mahometan king of Cordova, was a better politician. By
encouraging industry, and procuring plenty of food, he repeopled his kingdom in less
than thirty years.{

Luxury is a deadly enemy to population, not only by intercepting food from the
industrious, but by weakening the power of procreation. Indolence accompanies
voluptuousness, or rather is a branch of it: women of rank employ others to move
them, being too delicate to move themselves; and a woman enervated by indolence
and intemperance, is ill qualified for the severe labour of child-bearing. Hence it is,
that people of rank, where luxury prevails, are not prolific. This infirmity not only
prevents population, but increases luxury, by accumulating wealth among a few
blood-relations. A barren woman among the labouring poor, is a wonder. Could
women of rank be persuaded to make a trial, they would find more self-enjoyment in
temperance and exercise, than in the most refined luxury; nor would they have cause
to envy others the blessing of a numerous and healthy offspring.

Luxury is not a greater enemy to population by enervating men and women, than
despotism is by reducing them to slavery, and destroying industry. Despotism is a
greater enemy to the human species than an Egyptian plague; for, by rendering men
miserable, it weakens both the appetite for procreation and the power. Free states, on
the contrary, are always populous: a man who is happy, longs for children to make
them also happy; and industry enables him to accomplish his longing. This
observation is verified from the history of Greece, and of the Lesser Asia: the
inhabitants anciently were free and numerous: the present inhabitants are reduced by
slavery to a small number. A pestilence destroys those only who exist, and the loss is
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soon repaired; but despotism, as above observed, strikes at the very root of
population.

An overflowing quantity of money in circulation, is another cause of depopulation. In
a nation that grows rich by commerce, the price of labour increases with the quantity
of circulating coin, which of course raises the price of manufactures; and
manufacturers, who cannot find a vent for their high-rated goods in foreign markets,
must give over business and commence beggars, or retire to another country where
they may have a prospect of success. But luckily, there is a remedy, in that case, to
prevent depopulation: land is cultivated to greater perfection by the spade than by the
plough; and the more plentiful crops produced by the former, are fully sufficient to
defray the additional expence. This is a resource for employing those who cannot
make bread as manufacturers, and deserves well the attention of the legislature. The
advantage of the spade is conspicuous with respect to war; it provides a multitude of
robust men for recruiting the army, the want of whom may be supplied by the plough,
till they return in peace to their former occupation.
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SKETCH II

Progress Of Propertyl

Among the senses inherent in man, the sense of property is eminent. That sense is the
foundation of yours and mine, a distinction which no human being is ignorant of. By
that sense, wild animals, caught with labour or art, are perceived to belong to the
hunter or fisher: they become his property. There is the same perception of property
with respect to wild animals tamed for use, with their progeny. A field separated from
the common, and cultivated by a man for bread to himself and family, is equally
perceived to be his property (a) .

The sense of property is slower in its growth toward maturity than the external senses,
which are perfect even in childhood; but it ripens more early than the sense of
congruity, of symmetry, of dignity, of grace, and the other refined sen-ses, which
scarce make any figure before the age of manhood. Children discover a sense of
property in distinguishing their own chair, and their own spoon. In them, however, it
is faint and obscure, requiring time to ripen. The gradual progress of that sense, from
its infancy among savages to its maturity among polished nations, is one of the most
instructive articles that belong to the present undertaking. But as that article makes a
part of Historical Law-tracts (b) , nothing remains here but a few gleanings.

Man is by nature a hoarding animal, having an appetite for storing up things of use;
and the sense of property is bestowed on men, for securing to them what they thus
store up. Hence it appears, that things destined by Providence for our sustenance and
accommodation, were not intended to be possessed in common. It is even probable,
that in the earliest ages every man separately hunted for himself and his family. But
chance prevails in that occupation; and it may frequently happen, that while some get
more than enough, others must go supperless to bed. Sensible of that inconvenience, it
crept into practice, for hunting and fishing to be carried on in common.* We find,
accordingly, the practice of hunting and fishing in common, even among gross
savages. Those of New Holland, above mentioned, live upon small fish dug out of the
sand when the sea retires. Sometimes they get plenty, sometimes very little; and all is
broiled and eat in common. After eating they go to rest: they return to their fishing
next ebb of the tide, whether it be day or night, foul or fair; for go they must, or
starve. In small tribes, where patriotism is vigorous, or in a country thinly peopled in
proportion to its fertility, the living in common is agreeable: but in a large state where
selfishness prevails, or in any state where great population requires extraordinary
culture, the best method is to permit every man to shift for himself and his family:
men wish to labour for themselves; and they labour more ardently for themselves,
than for the public. Private property became more and sacred in the progress of arts
and manufactures: to allow an artist of superior skill no profit above others, would be
a sad discouragement to industry, and be scarce consistent with justice.
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The sense of property is not confined to the human species. The beavers perceive the
timber they store up for food, to be their property; and the bees seem to have the same
perception with respect to their winter’s provision of honey. Sheep know when they
are in a trespass, and run to their own pasture on the first glimpse of a man. Monkies
do the same when detected in robbing an orchard. Sheep and horned cattle have a
sense of property with respect to their resting-place in a fold or inclosure, which every
one guards against the incroachments of others. He must be a sceptic indeed, who
denies that perception to rooks: thieves there are among them as among men; but if a
rook purloin a stick from another’s nest, a council is held, much chattering ensues,
and the lex talionis is applied by demolishing the nest of the criminal. To man are
furnished rude materials only: to convert these into food and clothing requires
industry; and if he had not a sense that the product of his labour belongs to himself,
his industry would be faint. In general, it is pleasant to observe, that the sense of
property is always given where it is useful, and never but where it is useful.

An ingenious writer, describing the inhabitants of Guiana, who continue hunters and
fishers, makes an eloquent harangue upon the happiness they enjoy, in having few
wants and desires, and little notion of private property.

The manners of these Indians exhibit an amiable picture of primeval innocence and
happiness. The ease with which their few wants are supplied, renders division of land
unnecessary; nor does it afford any temptation to fraud or violence. That proneness to
vice, which among civilized nations is esteemed a propensity of nature, has no
existence in a country where every man enjoys in perfection his native freedom and
independence, without hurting or being hurt by others. A perfect equality of rank,
banishing all distinctions but of age and personal merit, promotes freedom in
conversation, and firmness in action, and suggests no desires but what may be
gratified with innocence. Envy and discontent cannot subsist where there is perfect
equality; we scarce even hear of a discontented lover, as there is no difference of rank
and fortune, the common obstacles that prevent fruition. Those who have been
unhappily accustomed to the refinements of luxury, will scarce be able to conceive,
that an Indian, with no covering but what modesty requires, with no shelter that
deserves that name of a house, and with no food but of the coarsest kind, painfully
procured by hunting, can feel any happiness: and yet, to judge from external
appearance, the happiness of these people may be envied by the wealthy of the most
refined nations; and justly, because their ignorance of extravagant desires, and endless
pursuits, that torment the great world, excludes every wish beyond the present. In a
word, the inhabitants of Guiana are an example of what Socrates justly observes, that
they who want the least, approach the nearest to the gods, who want nothing.2

It is admitted, that the innocence of such savages, here painted in fine colours, is in
every respect more amiable than the luxury of the opulent. But is our author
unacquainted with a middle state more suitable than either extreme to the dignity of
human nature? The appetite for property is not bestowed upon us in vain: it has given
birth to many arts: it is highly beneficial by furnishing opportunity for gratifying the
most dignified natural affections; for without private property, what place would there
be for benevolence or charity (a) ? Without private property there would be no
industry; and without industry, men would remain savages for ever.
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The appetite for property, in its nature a great blessing, degenerates, I acknowledge,
into a great curse when it transgresses the bounds of moderation. Before money was
introduced, the appetite seldom was immoderate, because plain necessaries were its
only objects. But money is a species of property, of such extensive use as greatly to
inflame the appetite. Money prompts men to be industrious; and the beautiful
productions of industry and art, rousing the imagination, excite a violent desire for
grand houses, fine gardens, and for every thing gay and splendid. Habitual wants
multiply: luxury and sensuality gain ground: the appetite for property becomes
headstrong, and must be gratified, even at the expence of justice and honour.
Examples of this progress are without number; and yet the following history deserves
to be kept in memory, as a striking and lamentable illustration. Hispaniola was that
part of A-merica which Columbus first discovered anno 1497. He landed upon the
territory of Guacanaric, one of the principal Cacics of the island. That prince, who had
nothing barbarous in his manners, received his guests with cordiality, and encouraged
his people to vie with one another in obliging them. To gratify the Spanish appetite
for gold, they parted freely with their richest ornaments; and, in return, were satisfied
with glass beads, and such baubles. The Admiral’s ship having been dashed against
the rocks in a hurricane, Guacanaric was not wanting to his friend on that occasion: he
convened a number of men to assist in unloading the ship; and attended himself till
the cargo was safely lodged. The Admiral having occasion to return to Spain, left a
part of his crew behind; who, forgetting the lessons of moderation he had taught them,
turned licentious. The remonstrances of Guacanaric were fruitless: they seized upon
the gold and wives of the Indians; and in general treated them with great cruelty. Such
enormities did not long pass unresented: the rapacious Spaniards, after much
bloodshed, were shut up in their fort, and reduced to extremity. Unhappily a
reinforcement arrived from Spain: a long and bloody war ensued, which did not end
till the islanders were entirely subdued. Of this island, about 200 leagues in length,
and between sixty and eighty in breadth, a Spanish historian bears witness, that the
inhabitants amounted to a million when Columbus landed.* The Spaniards, relentless
in their cruelty, forced these poor people to abandon the culture of their fields, and to
retire to the woods and mountains. Hunted like wild beasts even in these retreats, they
fled from mountain to mountain, till hunger and fatigue, which destroyed more than
the sword, made them deliver themselves up to their implacable enemies. There
remained at that time but 60,000, who were divided among the Spaniards as slaves.
Excessive fatigue in the mines, and want even of necessaries, reduced them in five
years to 14,000. Considering them to be only beasts of burden, they would have
yielded more profit had they been treated with less inhumanity. Avarice frequently
counteracts its own end: by grasping too much, it loses all. The Emperor Charles
resolved to apply some remedy; but being retarded by various avocations, he got
intelligence that the poor Indians were totally extirpated. And they were so in reality,
a handful excepted, who lay hid in the mountains, and subsisted as by a miracle in the
midst of their enemies. That handful were discovered many years after by some
hunters, who treated them with humanity, regreting perhaps the barbarity of their
forefathers. The poor Indians, docile and submissive, embraced the Christian religion,
and assumed by degrees the manners and customs of their masters. They still exist,
and live by hunting and fishing.
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Affection for property! Janus double-faced, productive of many blessings, but
degenerating often to be a curse. In thy right hand, Industry, a cornucopia of plenty. in
thy left, Avarice, a Pandora’s box of deadly poison.
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SKETCH III

Origin And Progress Of Commerce

The few wants of men in the first stage of society, are supplied by barter in its rudest
form. In barter, the rational consideration is, what is wanted by the one, and what can
be spared by the other. But savages are not always so clear-sighted: a savage who
wants a knife, will give for it any thing that is less useful to him at the time, without
considering either the present wants of the person he is dealing with, or his own future
wants. An inhabitant of Guiana will for a fish-hook give more at one time, than at
another he will give for a hatchet, or for a gun. Kempfer reports, that an inhabitant of
Puli Timor, an island adjacent to Malacca, will, for a bit of coarse linen not worth
three-halfpence, give provisions worth three or four shillings. But people improve by
degrees, attending to what is wanted on the one side, and to what can be spared on the
other; and in that lesson, the American savages in our neighbourhood are not a little
expert.

Barter or permutation, in its original form, proved miserably deficient when men and
their wants multiplied. That sort of commerce cannot be carried on at a distance; and,
even among neighbours, it does not always happen that the one can spare what the
other wants. Barter is somewhat enlarged by covenants: a bushel of wheat is delivered
to me, upon my promising an equivalent at a future time. But what if [ have nothing
that my neighbour may have occasion for? or what if my promise be not relied on?
Thus barter, even with the aid of covenants, proves still defective. The numberless
wants of men cannot readily be supplied, without some commodity in general
estimation, which will be gladly accepted in exchange for every other. That
commodity ought not to be bulky, nor be expensive in keeping, nor be consumeable
by time. Gold and silver are metals that possess these properties in an eminent degree.
They are at the same time perfectly homogeneous in whatever country produced: two
masses of pure gold or of pure silver are always equal in value, provided they be of
the same weight. These metals are also divisible into small parts, convenient to be
given for goods of small value.*

Gold and silver, when introduced into commerce, were probably bartered, like other
commodities, by bulk merely. Rock-salt in Ethiopia, white as snow, and hard as stone,
is to this day bartered in that manner with other goods. It is dug out of the mountain
Lafta, formed into plates a foot long, and three inches broad and thick; and a portion
is broken off equivalent in value to the thing wanted. But more ac-curacy came to be
introduced into the commerce of gold and silver: instead of being given loosely by
bulk, every portion was weighed in scales: and this method of barter is practised in
China, in Ethiopia, and in many other countries. Even weight was at length discovered
to be an imperfect standard. Ethiopian salt may be proof against adulteration; but
weight is no security against mixing gold and silver with base metals. To prevent that
fraud, pieces of gold and silver are impressed with a public stamp, vouching both the
purity and quantity; and such pieces are termed coin. This was a notable improvement
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in commerce; and was probably at first thought complete. It was not foreseen, that
these metals wear by much handling in the course of circulation; and consequently,
that in time the public stamp is reduced to be a voucher of the purity only, not of the
quantity. Hence proceed manifold inconveniencies; for which no other remedy occurs,
but to restore the former method of weighing, trusting to the stamp for the purity only.
This proves an embarrassment in commerce, which is remedied by the use of paper-
money. And paper-money is attended with another advantage, that of preventing the
loss of much gold and silver by wearing. Formerly in China, gold and silver were
coined as among us; but the wearing of coin by handling obliged them to recur to
scales; and now weight alone is relied on for determining the quantity. Copper is the
only metal that is circulated among them without weighing; and it is with it that small
debts are paid, and small purchases made.1

When gold or silver in bullion is exchanged with other commodities, such commerce
passes under the common name of barter or permutation: when current coin is
exchanged, such commerce is termed buying and selling; and the money exchanged is
termed the price of the goods.

As commerce cannot be carried on to any extent without a standard for comparing
goods of different kinds, and as every commercial country is possessed of such a
standard, it seems difficult to say by what means the standard has been established. It
is plainly not founded on nature; for the different kinds of goods have naturally no
common measure by which they can be valued: two quarters of wheat can be
compared with twenty; but what rule have we for comparing wheat with broad cloth,
or either of them with gold, or gold with silver or copper? Several ingenious writers
have endeavoured to account for the comparative value of commodities, by reducing
them all to the labour employed in raising food; which labour is said to be a standard
for measuring the value of all other labour, and consequently of all things produced
by labour. “If, for example, a bushel of wheat and an ounce of silver be produced by
the same quantity of labour, will they not be equal in value?” This standard is
imperfect in many respects. I observe, first, that to give it a plausible appearance,
there is a necessity to maintain, contrary to fact, that all materials on which labour is
employed are of equal value. It requires as much labour to make a brass candlestick as
one of silver, tho’ far from being of the same value. A bushel of wheat may
sometimes equal in value an ounce of silver; but an ounce of gold does not always
require more labour than a bushel of wheat; and yet they differ widely in value. The
value of labour, it is true, enters into the value of every thing produced by it; but is far
from making the whole value. If an ounce of silver were of no greater value than the
labour of procuring it, that ounce would go for payment of the labour, and nothing be
left to the proprietor of the mine: such a doctrine will not relish with the King of
Spain; and as little with the Kings of Golconda and Portugal, proprietors of diamond-
mines. Secondly, The standard under review supposes every sort of labour to be of
equal value, which however will not be maintained. An useful art in great request may
not be generally known: the few who are skilful will justly demand more for their
labour than the common rate. An expert husbandman bestows no more labour in
raising a hundred bushels of wheat, than his ignorant neighbour in raising fifty: if
labour be the only standard, the two crops ought to afford the same price. Was not
Raphael entitled to a higher price for one of his fine pictures, than a dunce is for a
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tavern-sign, supposing the labour to have been equal? Lastly, As this standard is
applicable to things only that require labour, what rule is to be followed with respect
to natural fruits and other things that require no labour?

Where a pound of one commodity gives the same price with a pound of another, these
commodities are said to be of equal value; and therefore, whatever rule can be given
for the price of commodities, that rule determines also their comparative values.
Montesquieu (@) attempts to account for the price as follows. He begins with
supposing, that there is but one commodity in commerce, divisible like gold and silver
into parts, the parts like those of gold and silver uniform and equally perfect. Upon
that supposition, the price, says he, of the whole commodity collected into a mass,
will be the whole current gold and silver; and the price of any particular quantity of
the former, will be the corresponding quantity of the latter, the tenth or twentieth part
of the one corresponding to the tenth or twentieth part of the other. He goes on to
apply the same computation to all the variety of goods in commerce; and concludes in
general, that as the whole mass of goods in commerce corresponds to the whole mass
of gold and silver in commerce as its price, so the price of the tenth or twentieth part
of the former will be the tenth or twentieth part of the latter. According to this
computation, all different goods must give the same price, or, which is the same, be of
equal value, provided their weight or measure be the same. Our author certainly did
not intend such an absurdity; and yet I can draw no other inference from his
reasoning. In the very next chapter he admits the negroes on the coast of Afric to be
an exception from the general rule, who, says he, value commodities according to the
use they have for them. But, do not all nations value commodities in the same
manner?2

Rejecting, then, the foregoing attempts to account for the comparative value of
commodities, I take a hint from what was last said to maintain, that it is the demand
chiefly which fixes the value of every commodity. Quantity beyond the demand
renders even necessaries of no value; of which water is an instance. It may be held
accordingly as a general rule, That the value of goods in commerce depends on a
demand beyond what their quantity can satisfy; and rises in proportion to the excess
of the demand above the quantity. Even water becomes valuable in countries where
the demand exceeds the quantity: in arid regions, springs of water are highly valued;
and, in old times, were frequently the occasion of broils and bloodshed. Comparing
next different commodities with respect to value, that commodity of which the excess
of the demand above the quantity is the greater, will be of the greater value. Were
utility or intrinsic value only to be considered, a pound of iron would be worth ten
pounds of gold; but as the excess of the demand for gold above its quantity is much
greater than that of iron, the latter is of less value in the market. A pound of opium, or
of Jesuits bark, is, for its salutary effects, more valuable than gold; and yet, for the
reason given, a pound of gold will purchase many pounds of these drugs. Thus, in
general, the excess of the demand above the quantity is the standard that chiefly fixes
the mercantile value of commodities.* Interest is the price or premium given for the
loan of money; and the rate of interest, like the price of other commodities, is
regulated by the demand. Many borrowers and few lenders produce high interest:
many lenders and few borrowers produce low interest.{3

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 53 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/2032



Online Library of Liberty: Sketches of the History of Man, vol. 1

The causes that make a demand seem not so easily ascertained. One thing is evident,
that the demand for necessaries in any country, must depend on the number of its
inhabitants. This rule holds not so strictly in articles of convenience; because some
people are more greedy of conveniencies than others. As to articles of taste and
luxury, the demand appears so arbitrary as not to be reducible to any rule. A taste for
beauty is general, but so different in different persons, as to make the demand
extremely variable: the faint representation of any plant in an agate, is valued by some
for its rarity; but the demand is far from being universal. Savages are despised for
being fond of glass beads; but were such toys equally rare among us, they would be
coveted by many: a copper coin of the Emperor Otho is of no intrinsic value, and yet,
for its rarity, would draw a great price.

The value of gold and silver in commerce, like that of other commodities, was at first,
we may believe, both arbitrary and fluctuating; and, like other commodities, they
found in time their value in the market. With respect to value, however, there is a
great difference between money and other commodities. Goods that are expensive in
keeping, such as cattle, or that are impaired by time, such as corn, will always be first
offered in exchange for what is wanted; and when such goods are offered to sale, the
vender must be contented with the current price: in making the bargain, the purchaser
has the advantage; for he suffers not by reserving his money to a better market. And
thus commodities are brought down by money, to the lowest value that can afford any
profit. At the same time, gold and silver sooner find their value than other
commodities. The value of the latter depends both on the quantity and on the demand;
the value of the former depends on the quantity only, the demand being unbounded:
and even with respect to quantity, these precious metals are less variable than other
commodities.

Gold and silver, being thus sooner fixed in their value than other commodities,
become a standard for valuing every other commodity, and consequently for
comparative values. A bushel of wheat, for example, being valued at five shillings, a
yard of broad cloth at fifteen, their comparative values are as one to three.

A standard of values is essential to commerce; and therefore where gold and silver are
unknown, other standards are established in practice. The only standard among the
savages of North America is the skin of a beaver. Ten of these are given for a gun,
two for a pound of gunpowder, one for four pounds of lead, one for six knives, one for
a hatchet, six for a coat of woollen cloth, five for a petticoat, and one for a pound of
tobacco. Some nations in Africa employ shells, termed couries, for a standard.

As my chief view in this sketch is, to examine how far industry and commerce are
affected by the quantity of circulating coin, I premise the following plain propositions.
Supposing, first, the quantity of money in circulation, and the quantity of goods in the
market, to continue the same, the price will rise and fall with the demand. For when
more goods are demanded than the market affords, those who offer the highest price
will be preferred: as, on the other hand, when the goods brought to market exceed the
demand, the venders have no resource but to entice purchasers by a low price. The
price of fish, flesh, butter, and cheese, is much higher than formerly; for these being
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now the daily food even of the lowest people, the demand for them is greatly
increased.

Supposing a fluctuation in the quantity of goods only, the price falls as the quantity
increases, and rises as the quantity decreases. The farmer whose quantity of corn is
doubled by a favourable season, must sell at half the usual price; because the
purchaser, who sees a superfluity, will pay no more for it. The contrary happens upon
a scanty crop: those who want corn must starve, or give the market-price, however
high. The manufactures of wool, flax, and metals, are much cheaper than formerly;
for though the demand has increased, yet by skill and industry the quantities produced
have increased in a greater proportion. More pot-herbs are consumed than formerly:
and yet by skilful culture the quantity is so much greater in proportion, as to have
lowered the price to less than one half of what it was eighty years ago.

It is easy to combine the quantity and demand, supposing a fluctuation in both. Where
the quantity exceeds the usual demand, more people will be tempted to purchase by
the low price; and where the demand rises considerably above the quantity, the price
will rise in proportion. In Mathematical language, these propositions may be thus
expressed, that the price is directly as the demand, and inversely as the quantity.

A variation in the quantity of circulating coin is the most intricate circumstance;
because it never happens without making a variation in the demand for goods, and
frequently in the quantity. I take the liberty, however, to suppose that there is no
variation but in the quantity of circulating coin; for though that cannot happen in
reality, yet the result of the supposition will throw light upon what really happens: the
subject is involved, and I wish to make it plain. I put a simple case, that the half of our
current coin is at once swept away by some extraordinary accident. This at first will
embarrass our internal commerce, as the vender will insist for the usual price, which
now cannot be afforded. But the error of such demand will soon be discovered; and
the price of commodities, after some fluctuation, will settle at the one half of what it
was formerly. At the same time, there is here no downfal in the value of commodities,
which cannot happen while the quantity and demand continue unvaried. The
purchasing for a sixpence what formerly cost a shilling, makes no alteration in the
value of the thing purchased; because a sixpence is equal in value to what a shilling
was formerly. In a word, when money is scarce, it must bear a high value: it must in
particular go far in the purchase of goods; which we express by saying, that goods are
cheap. Put next the case, that by some accident our coin is instantly doubled: the
result must be, not instantaneous indeed, to double the price of commodities. Upon
the former supposition, a sixpence is in effect advanced to be a shilling: upon the
present supposition, a shilling has in effect sunk down to a sixpence. And here again it
ought to be observed, that though the price is augmented, there is no real alteration in
the value of commodities. A bullock that, some years ago, could have been purchased
for ten pounds, will at present yield fifteen. The vulgar ignorantly think, that the value
of horned cattle has arisen in that proportion. The advanced price may, in some
degree, be occasioned by a greater consumption; but it is chiefly occasioned by a
greater quantity of money in circulation.4
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Combining all the circumstances, the result is, that if the quantity of goods and of
money continue the same, the price will be in proportion to the demand. If the
demand and quantity of goods continue the same, the price will be in proportion to the
quantity of money. And if the demand and quantity of money continue the same, the
price will fall as the quantity increases, and rise as the quantity diminishes.

These speculative notions will enable us with accuracy to examine, how industry and
commerce are affected by variations in the quantity of circulating coin. It is evident,
that arts and manufactures cannot be carried on to any extent without coin. Persons
totally employed in any art or manufacture require wages daily or weekly, because
they must go to market for every necessary of life. The clothier, the taylor, the
shoemaker, the gardener, the farmer, must employ servants to prepare their goods for
the market; to whom, for that reason, wages ought to be regularly paid. In a word,
commerce among an endless number of individuals, who depend on each other even
for necessaries, would be inextricable without a quantity of circulating coin. Money
may be justly conceived to be the oil, that lubricates all the springs and wheels of a
great machine, and preserves it in motion.* Supposing us now to be provided with no
more of that precious oil than is barely sufficient for the easy motion of our industry
and manufactures, a diminution of the necessary quantity must retard them: our
industry and manufactures must decay; and if we do not confine the expence of living
to our present circumstances, which seldom happens, the balance of trade with foreign
nations will turn against us, and leave us no resource for making the balance equal but
to export our gold and sil-ver. And when we are drained of these metals, farewell to
arts and manufactures: we shall be reduced to the condition of savages, which is, that
each individual must depend entirely on his own labour for procuring every necessary
of life. The consequences of the balance turning for us, are at first directly opposite:
but at the long-run come to be the same: they are sweet in the mouth, but bitter in the
stomach. An influx of riches by this balance, rouses our activity. Plenty of money
elevates our spirits, and inspires an appetite for pleasure: we indulge a taste for show
and embellishment, become hospitable, and refine upon the arts of luxury. Plenty of
money is a prevailing motive even with the most sedate, to exert themselves in
building, in husbandry, in manufactures, and in other solid improvements. Such
articles require both hands and materials, the prices of which are raised by the
additional demand. The labourer now whose wages are thus raised, is not satisfied
with mere necessaries, but insists for conveniencies, the price of which also is raised
by the new demand. In short, increase of money raises the price of every commodity;
partly from the greater quantity of money, and partly from the additional demand for
supplying artificial wants. Hitherto a delightful view of prosperous commerce: but
behold the remote consequences. High wages at first promote industry, and double the
quantity of labour: but the utmost exertion of labour is limited within certain bounds;
and a perpetual influx of gold and silver will not for ever be attended with a
proportional quantity of work: The price of labour will rise in proportion to the
quantity of money; but the produce will not rise in the same proportion; and for that
reason our manufactures will be dearer than formerly. Hence a dismal scene. The high
price at home of our manufactures will exclude us from foreign markets; for if the
merchant cannot draw there for his goods what he paid at home, with some profit, he
must abandon foreign commerce altogether. And, what is still more dismal, we shall
be deprived even of our own markets; for in spite of the utmost vigilance, foreign
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commodities, cheaper than our own, will be poured in upon us. The last scene is to be
deprived of our gold and silver, and reduced to the same miserable state as if the
balance had been against us from the beginning.

However certain it may be, that an addition to the quantity of money must raise the
price of labour and of manufactures, yet there is a fact that seems to contradict the
proposition, which is, that in no other country are labour and manufactures so cheap
as in the two peninsulas on the right and left of the Ganges, though in no other
country is there such plenty of money. To account for this singular fact, political
writers say, that money is there amassed by the nabobs, and withdrawn from
circulation. This is not satisfactory: the chief exportation from these peninsulas is
their manufactures, the price of which comes first to the merchant and manufacturer;
and how can that happen without raising the price of labour? Rice, it is true, is the
food of their labouring poor; and an acre of rice yields more food than five acres of
wheat: but the cheapness of necessaries, though it hath a considerable influence in
keeping down the price of labour, cannot keep it constantly down, in opposition to an
overflowing current of money. The populousness of these two countries is a
circumstance totally overlooked. Every traveller is amazed how such swarms of
people can find bread, however fertile the soil may be. Let us examine that
circumstance. One thing is evident, that, were the people fully employed, there would
not be a demand for the tenth part of their manufactures. Here, then, is a country
where hand-labour is a drug for want of employment. The people, at the same time,
sober and inclining to industry, are glad to be employed at any rate; and whatever
pittance is gained by labour, makes always some addition. Hence it is, that in these
peninsulas, superfluity of hands overbalancing both the quantity of money and the
demand for their manufactures, serves to keep the price extremely low.

What is now said discovers an exception to the proposition above laid down. It holds
undoubtedly in Europe, and in every country where there is work for all the people,
that an addition to the circulating coin raises the price of labour and of manufactures:
but such addition has no sensible effect in a country where there is a superfluity of
hands, who are always disposed to work when they find employment.

From these premises it is evident, that, unless there is a superfluity of hands,
manufactures can never flourish in a country abounding with mines of gold and silver.
This in effect is the case of Spain: a constant influx of these metals, raising the price
of labour and manufactures, has deprived the Spaniards of foreign markets, and also
of their own: they are reduced to purchase from strangers even the necessaries of life.
What a dismal condition will they be reduced to, when their mines come to be
exhausted! The Gold coast in Guinea has its name from the plenty of gold that is
found there. As it is washed from the hills with the soil in small quantities, every one
is on the watch for it; and the people, like gamesters, despise every other occupation.
They are accordingly lazy and poor. The kingdom of Fidah, in the neighbourhood,
where there is no gold, is populous: the people are industrious, deal in many branches
of manufacture, and are all in easy circumstances.5

To illustrate this observation, which is of great importance, I enter more minutely into
the condition of Spain. The rough materials of silk, wool, and iron, are produced there

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 57 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/2032



Online Library of Liberty: Sketches of the History of Man, vol. 1

more perfect than in any other country; and yet flourishing manufactures of these,
would be ruinous to it in its present state. Let us only suppose, that Spain itself could
furnish all the commodities that are demanded in its American territories, what would
be the consequence? The gold and silver produced by that trade would circulate in
Spain: money would become a drug: labour and manufactures would rise to a high
price; and every necessary of life, not excepting manufactures of silk, wool, and iron,
would be smuggled into Spain, the high price there being sufficient to overbalance
every risk: Spain would be left without industry, and without people. Spain was
actually in the flourishing state here supposed when America was discovered: the
American gold and silver mines enflamed the disease, and consequently was the
greatest misfortune that ever befel that once potent kingdom. The exportation of our
silver coin to the East Indies, so loudly exclaimed against by shallow politicians, is to
us, on the contrary, a most substantial blessing: it keeps up the value of silver, and
consequently lessens the value of labour and of goods, which enable us to maintain
our place in foreign markets. Were there no drain for our silver, its quantity in our
continent would sink its value so much as to render the American mines unprofitable.
Notwithstanding the great flow of money to the East Indies, many mines in the West
Indies are given up, because they afford not the expence of working; and were the
value of silver in Europe brought much lower, the whole silver mines in the West
Indies would be abandoned. Thus our East-India commerce, which is thought ruinous
by many, because it is a drain to much of our silver, is for that very reason profitable
to all. The Spaniards profit by importing it into Europe; and other nations profit, by
receiving it for their manufactures.

How ignorantly do people struggle against the necessary chain of causes and effects!
If money do not overflow, a commerce in which the imports exceed in value the
exports, will soon drain a nation of money, and put an end to its industry. Commercial
nations for that reason struggle hard for the balance of trade; and they fondly imagine,
that it cannot be too advantageous. If greatly advantageous to them, it must in the
same proportion be disadvantageous to those they deal with; which proves equally
ruinous to both. They foresee indeed, but without concern, immediate ruin to those
they deal with; but they have no inclination to foresee, that ultimately it must prove
equally ruinous to themselves. It appears the intention of Providence that all nations
should benefit by commerce as by sun-shine; and it is so ordered, that an unequal
balance is prejudicial to the gainers as well as to the losers: the latter are immediate
sufferers; but no less so, ultimately, are the former. This is one remarkable instance,
among many, of providential wisdom in conducting human affairs, independent of the
will of man, and frequently against his will. An ambitious nation, placed
advantageously for trade, would willingly engross all to themselves, and reduce their
neighbours to be hewers of wood and drawers of water. But an invincible bar is
opposed to such ambition, making an overgrown commerce the means of its own
destruction. The commercial balance held by the hand of Providence, is never
permitted to preponderate much to one side; and every nation partakes, or may
partake, of all the comforts of life. Engrossing is bad policy: men are prompted, both
by interest and duty, to second the plan of Providence; and to preserve, as near as
possible, equality in the balance of trade.
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Upon these principles, a wise people, having acquired a stock of money sufficient for
an extensive commerce, will tremble at a balance too advantageous: they will rest
satisfied with an equal balance, which is the golden mean. A hurtful balance may be
guarded against by industry and frugality: but by what means is a balance too
favourable to be guarded against? With respect to that question, it is not the quantity
of gold and silver in a country that raises the price of labour and manufactures, but the
quantity in circulation; and may not that quantity be regulated by the state, permitting
coinage as far only as is beneficial to its manufactures? Let the registers of foreign
mints be carefully watched, in order that our current coin may not exceed that of our
industrious neighbours. There will always be a demand for the surplus of our bullion,
either to be exported as a commodity, or to be purchased at home for plate; which
cannot be too much encouraged, being ready at every crisis to be coined for public
service. The senate of Genoa has wisely burdened porcelane with a heavy tax, being a
foreign luxury; but it has no less wisely left gold and silver plate free; which we most
unwisely have loaded with a duty.*

The accumulating money in the public treasury, anciently the practice of every
prudent monarch, prevents superfluity. Lies there any good objection against that
practice, in a trading nation where gold and silver flow in with impetuosity? A great
sum locked up by a frugal King, Henry VII. of England for example, lessens the
quantity of money in circulation: profusion in a successor, which was the case with
Henry VIIL. is a spur to industry, similar to the influx of gold and silver from the new
world. The canton of Bern, by locking up money in its treasury, possesses the
miraculous art of reconciling immense weath with frugality and cheap labour. A
climate not kindly, and a soil not naturally fertile, enured the inhabitants to
temperance and to virtue. Patriotism is their ruling passion; they consider themselves
as children of the republic; are fond of serving their mother; and hold themselves
sufficiently recompensed by the privilege of serving her. The public revenue greatly
exceeds the expence of government: they carefully lock up the surplus for purchasing
land when a proper opportunity offers; which is a shining proof of their
disinterestedness as well as of their wisdom. By that politic measure, much more than
by war, the canton of Bern, from a very slender origin, is now far superior to any of
the other cantons in extent of territory. But in what other part of the globe are there to
be found ministers of state, moderate and disinterested like the citizens of Bern! In the
hands of a British ministry, the greatest treasure would vanish in the twinkling of an
eye; and do more mischief by augmenting money in circulation above what is
salutary, than formerly it did good by confining it within moderate bounds. But
against such a measure there lies an objection still more weighty than its being an
ineffectual remedy: in the hands of an ambitious prince it would prove dangerous to
liberty.

If the foregoing measures be not relished, I can discover no other means for
preserving our station in foreign markets, but a bounty on exportation. The sum would
be great: but the preserving our industry and manufactures, and the preventing an
influx of foreign manufactures, cannot be purchased too dear. At the same time, a
bounty on exportation would not be an unsupportable load: on the contrary,
superfluity of wealth, procured by a balance constantly favourable, would make the
load abundantly easy. A proper bounty would balance the growing price of labour and
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materials at home, and keep open the foreign market. By neglecting that salutary
measure, the Dutch have lost all their manufactures, a neglect that has greatly
benefited both England and France. The Dutch indeed act prudently in with-holding
that benefit as much as possible from their powerful neighbours: to prevent
purchasing from them, they consume the manufactures of India.

The manufactures of Spain, once extensive, have been extirpated by their gold and
silver mines. Authors ascribe to the same cause the decline of their agriculture; but
erroneously: on the contrary, superfluity of gold and silver is favourable to
agriculture, by raising the price of its productions. It raises also, it is true, the price of
labour; but that additional expence is far from balancing the profit made by high
prices of whatever the ground produces. Too much wealth indeed is apt to make the
tenant press into a higher rank: but that is easily prevented by a proper heightening of
the rent, so as always to confine the tenant within his own sphere.

As gold and silver are essential to commerce, foreign and domestic, several
commercial nations have endeavoured most absurdly to bar the exportation by penal
laws; forgetting that gold and silver will never be exported while the balance of trade
is on their side, and that they must necessarily be exported when the balance 1s against
them. Neither do they consider, that if a people continue industrious, they cannot be
long afflicted with an unfavourable balance; for the value of money, rising in
proportion to its scarcity, will lower the price of their manufactures, and promote
exportation: the balance will turn in their favour; and money will flow in, till by
plenty its value be reduced to a par with that of neighbouring nations.

It is an important question, Whether a bank, upon the whole, be friendly to commerce.
It is undoubtedly a spur to industry, like a new influx of money: but then, like such
influx, it raises the price of labour and of manufactures. Weighing these two facts in a
just balance, the result seems to be, that in a country where money is scarce, a bank
properly constituted is a great blessing, as it in effect increases the quantity of money,
and promotes industry and manufactures; but that in a country which possesses money
sufficient for extensive commerce, the only bank that will not injure foreign
commerce, is what is erected for supplying the merchant with ready money by
discounting bills. At the same time, much caution and circumspection is necessary
with respect to banks of both kinds. A bank erected for discounting bills, ought to be
confined to bills really granted in the course of commerce; rejecting fictitious bills
drawn merely for procuring a loan of money. And with respect to a bank purposely
erected for lending money, there is great danger of extending credit too far; not only
with respect to the bank itself, but with respect to the nation in general, by raising the
price of labour and of manufactures, which is the never failing result of too great
plenty of money, whether coin or paper.

The different effects of plenty and scarcity of money, have not escaped that
penetrating genius, the sovereign of Prussia. Money is not so plentiful in his
dominions as to make it necessary to withdraw a quantity by heaping up treasure. He
indeed always retains in his treasury six or seven millions Sterling for answering
unforeseen demands: but being sensible that the withdrawing from circulation any
larger sum would be prejudicial to commerce, every farthing saved from the
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necessary expence of government, is laid out upon buildings, upon operas, upon any
thing rather than cramp circulation. In that kingdom, a bank established for lending
money would promote industry and manufactures.
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SKETCH IV
Origin And Progress Of Arts1
SECTION I

Useful Arts.

Some useful arts must be nearly coeval with the human race; for food, cloathing, and
habitation, even in their original simplicity, require some art. Many other arts are of
such antiquity as to place the inventors beyond the reach of tradition. Several have
gradually crept into existence, without an inventor. The busy mind however,
accustomed to a beginning in things, cannot rest till it find or imagine a beginning to
every art. Bacchus is said to have invented wine; and Staphylus the mixing water with
wine. The bow and arrow are ascribed by tradition to Scythos, son of Jupiter, though a
weapon all the world over. Spinning is so useful, that it must be honoured with some
illustrious inventor: it was ascribed by the Egyptians to their goddess Isis; by the
Greeks to Minerva; by the Peruvians to Mamma Ella, wife to their first sovereign
Mango Capac; and by the Chinese to the wife of their Emperor Yao. Mark here by the
way a connection of ideas: spinning is a female occupation, and it must have had a
female inventor.*

In the hunter-state, men are wholly employed upon the procuring food, clothing,
habitation, and other necessaries; and have no time nor zeal for studying
conveniencies. The ease of the shepherd-state affords both time and inclination for
useful arts; which are greatly promoted by numbers who are relieved by agriculture
from bodily labour: the soil, by gradual improvements in husbandry, affords plenty
with less labour than at first; and the surplus hands are employed, first, in useful arts,
and, next, in those of amusement. Arts accordingly make the quickest progress in a
fertile soil, which produces plenty with little labour. Arts flourished early in Egypt
and Chaldea, countries extremely fertile.

When men, who originally lived in caves like some wild animals, began to think of a
more commodious habitation, their first houses were extremely simple; witness those
of the Canadian savages, than which none can be more simple, even at present. Their
houses, says Charlevoix, are built with less art, neatness, and solidity, than those of
the beavers; having neither chimneys nor windows: a hole only is left in the roof, for
admitting light and emitting smoke. That hole must be stopped when it rains or
snows; and, of course, the fire is put out, that the inhabitants may not be stifled with
smoke. To have passed so many ages in that manner without thinking of any
improvement, shows how greatly men are influenced by custom. The blacks of
Jamaica are still more rude in their buildings: their huts are erected without even a
hole in the roof; and, accordingly, at home they breathe nothing but smoke.
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Revenge produced early hostile weapons. The club and the dart are obvious
inventions: not so the bow and arrow; and for that reason it is not easy to say how that
weapon came to be universal. As iron differs from other metals, being seldom found
pure, it was a late discovery: at the siege of Troy, spears, darts, and arrows, were
headed with brass. Menestheus, who succeeded Theseus in the kingdom of Athens,
and led fifty ships to the siege of Troy, was reputed the first who marshalled an army
in battle-array. Instruments of defence are made necessary by those of offence. Trunks
of trees, interlaced with branches, and supported with earth, made the first
fortifications; to which succeeded a wall finished with a parapet for shooting arrows
at besiegers. As a parapet covers but half of the body, holes were left in the wall from
space to space, no larger than to give passage to an arrow. Besiegers had no remedy
but to beat down the wall: a battering ram was first used by Pericles the Athenian, and
perfected by the Carthaginians at the siege of Gades. To oppose that formidable
machine, the wall was built with advanced parapets for throwing stones and fire upon
the enemy, which kept him at a distance. A wooden booth upon wheels, and pushed
close to the wall, secured the men who wrought the battering ram. This invention was
rendered ineffectual, by surrounding the wall with a deep and broad ditch. Besiegers
were reduced to the necessity of inventing engines for throwing stones and javelins
upon those who occupied the advanced parapets, in order to give opportunity for
filling up the ditch; and ancient histories expatiate upon the powerful operation of the
catapulta and balista. These engines suggested a new invention for defence: instead of
a circular wall, it was built with salient angles, like the teeth of a saw, in order that
one part might flank another. That form of a wall was afterwards improved, by raising
round towers upon the salient angles; and the towers were improved by making them
square. The ancients had no occasion for any form more complete, being sufficient for
defending against all the missile weapons at that time known. The invention of
cannon required a variation in military architecture. The first cannons were made of
iron bars, forming a concave cylinder, united by rings of copper. The first cannon-
balls were of stone, which required a very large aperture. A cannon was reduced to a
smaller size, by using iron for balls instead of stone; and that destructive engine was
perfected by making it of cast metal. To resist its force, bastions were invented, horn-
works, crown-works, half-moons, &c. &c.; and military architecture became a system,
governed by principles and general rules. But all in vain: it has indeed produced
fortifications that have made sieges horridly bloody; but artillery, at the same time,
has been carried to such perfection, and the art of attack so improved, that no
fortification, it is thought, can be rendered impregnable. The only impregnable
defence, is good neighbourhood among weak princes, ready to unite whenever one of
them is attacked by a superior force. And nothing tends more effectually to promote
such union, than constant experience that fortifications cannot be relied on.

With respect to naval architecture, the first vessels were beams joined together, and
covered with planks, pushed along with poles in shallow water, and in deep water
drawn by animals on the shore. To these succeeded trunks of trees cut hollow, termed
by the Greeks monoxyles. The next were planks joined together in form of a
monoxyle. The thought of imitating a fish advanced naval architecture. A prow was
constructed in imitation of the head, a stern with a moveable helm in imitation of the
tail, and oars in imitation of the fins. Sails were at last added; which invention was so
early that the contriver is unknown. Before the year 1545, ships of war in England had
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no port-holes for guns, as at present: they had only a few cannon placed on the upper
deck.

When Homer composed his poems, at least during the Trojan war, the Greeks had not
acquired the art of gelding cattle: they eat the flesh of bulls and of rams. Kings and
princes killed and cooked their victuals: spoons, forks, table-cloths, napkins, were
unknown. They fed sitting, the custom of reclining upon beds being afterward copied
from Asia; and, like other savages, they were great eaters. At the time mentioned, they
had no chimneys, nor candles, nor lamps. Torches are frequently mentioned by
Homer, but lamps never: a vase was placed upon a tripod, in which was burnt dry
wood for giving light. Locks and keys were not common at that time. Bundles were
secured with ropes intricately combined () ; and hence the famous Gordian knot.
Shoes and stockings were not early known among them, nor buttons, nor saddles, nor
stirrups. Plutarch reports, that Gracchus caused stones to be erected along the
highways leading from Rome, for the convenience of mounting a horse; for at that
time stirrups were unknown in Rome, though an obvious invention. Linen for shirts
was not used in Rome for many years after the government became despotic. Even so
late as the eighth century, it was not common in Europe. We are informed by
Herodotus, that the Lydians were reputed to be the first who coined gold and silver
money. This was probably after the Trojan war; for during that war the Greeks and
Trojans trafficked by barter, as Homer relates: Priam weighs out the ten talents of
gold which were the ransom of his son’s body.2

Thales, one of the seven wise men of Greece, about six hundred years before Christ,
invented the following method for measuring the height of an Egyptian pyramid. He
watched the progress of the sun, till his body and its shadow were of the same length;
and at that instant measured the shadow of the pyramid, which consequently gave its
height. Amasis King of Egypt, present at the operation, thought it a wonderful effort
of genius; and the Greeks admired it highly. Geometry must have been in its cradle at
that time. Anaximander, some ages before Christ, made the first map of the earth, as
far as then known. About the end of the thirteenth century, spectacles for assisting the
sight were invented by Alexander Spina, a monk of Pisa. So useful an invention
cannot be too much extolled. At a period of life when the judgment is in maturity, and
reading is of great benefit, the eyes begin to grow dim. One cannot help pitying the
condition of bookish men before that invention, many of whom must have had their
sight greatly impaired, while their appetite for reading was in vigour.

The origin and progress of writing make a capital article in the history of arts. To
write, or, in other words, to exhibit thoughts to the eye, was early attempted in Egypt
by hieroglyphics. But these were not confined to Egypt: figures composed of painted
feathers were used in Mexico to express ideas; and by such figures Montezuma
received intelligence of the Spanish invasion: in Peru, the only arithmetical figures
known were knots of various colours, which served to cast up accounts. The second
step naturally in the progress of the art of writing, is, to represent each word by a
mark, termed a /etter, which is the Chinese way of writing: they have about 11,000 of
these marks or letters in common use; and, in matters of science, they employ to the
number of 60,000. Our way is far more easy and commodious: instead of marks or
letters for words, which are infinite, we represent by marks or letters, the articulate
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sounds that compose words: these sounds exceed not thirty in number; and
consequently the same number of marks or letters are sufficient for writing. It was a
lucky movement to pass at one step from hieroglyphics, the most imperfect mode of
writing, to letters representing sounds, the most perfect; for there is no appearance
that the Chinese mode was ever practised in this part of the world. With us, the
learning to read is so easy as to be acquired in childhood; and we are ready for the
sciences as soon as the mind is ripe for them: the Chinese mode, on the contrary, is an
unsurmountable obstruction to knowledge; because, it being the work of a lifetime to
read with ease, no time remains for studying the sciences. Our case was in some
measure the same at the restoration of learning: it required an age to be familiarized
with Greek and Latin; and too little time remained for gathering knowledge from
books composed in these languages. The Chinese stand upon a more equal footing
with respect to arts; for these may be acquired by imitation or oral instruction, without
books.

The art of writing with letters representing sounds, is of all inventions the most
important, and the least obvious. The way of writing in China makes so naturally the
second step in the progress of the art, that our good fortune in stumbling upon a way
so much more perfect cannot be sufficiently admired, when to it we are indebted for
our superiority in literature above the Chinese. Their way of writing will for ever
continue an unsurmountable obstruction to science; for it is so rivetted by inveterate
practice, that the difficulty would not be greater to make them change their language
than their letters. Hieroglyphics were a sort of writing, so miserably imperfect, as to
make every improvement welcome; but as the Chinese make a tolerable shift with
their own letters, they never dream of any improvement. Hence it may be pronounced
with great certainty, that in China, the sciences, though still in infancy, will never
arrive at maturity.

There is no appearance that writing was known in Greece so early as the time of
Homer; for in none of his works is there any mention of it. This, it is true, is but
negative evidence; but negative evidence must always command our assent, where no
positive evidence stands in opposition. If it was known, it must have been newly
introduced, and used probably to record laws, religious precepts, or other short
compositions.3 Cyphers, invented in Hindostan, were brought into France from
Arabia about the end of the tenth century. The art of printing made a great revolution
in learning. In the days of William the Conqueror, books were extremely scarce.
Grace Countess of Anjou paid for a collection of homilies two hundred sheep, a
quarter of wheat, another of rye, and a third of millet, beside a number of martre
skins.4

Husbandry made a progress from Egypt to Greece, and from Afric to Italy. Mago, a
Carthaginian general, composed twenty-eight books upon husbandry, which were
translated into Latin by order of the Roman senate. From these fine and fertile
countries, it made its way to colder and less kindly climates. According to that
progress, agriculture must have been practised more early in France than in Britain;
and yet the English, at present, make a greater figure in that art than the French,
inferiority in soil and climate notwith-standing. Before husbandry became an art in
the northern parts of Europe, the French noblesse had deserted the country, fond of
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society in a town-life. Landed gentlemen in England, more rough, and delighting
more in hunting and other country amusements, found leisure to practise agriculture.
Skill in that art proceeded from them to their tenants, who now prosecute husbandry
with success, though their landlords have generally betaken themselves to a town-life.

When Caesar invaded Britain, agriculture was unknown in the inner parts: the
inhabitants fed upon milk and flesh, and were clothed with skins. Hollinshed, who
wrote in the period of Queen Elisabeth, describes the rudeness of the preceding
generation in the arts of life: “There were very few chimneys even in capital towns:
the fire was laid to the wall, and the smoke issued out at the roof, or door, or window.
The houses were wattled and plastered over with clay; and all the furniture and
utensils were of wood. The people slept on straw-pallets, with a log of wood for a
pillow.” Henry II. of France, at the marriage of the Duchess of Savoy, wore the first
silk stockings that were made in France. Queen Elisabeth, the third year of her reign,
received in a present a pair of black silk knit stockings; and Dr. Howel reports, that
she never wore cloth hose any more. Before the conquest, there was a timber bridge
upon the Thames between London and Southwark, which was repaired by King
William Rufus, and was burnt by accident in the reign of Henry II. ann. 1176. At that
time a stone bridge in place of it was projected, but not finished till the year 1212. The
bridge of Notre-Dame over the Seine in Paris, was first of wood. It fell down anno
1499; and, as there was not in France a man who would undertake to rebuild it of
stone, an Italian cordelier was employed, whose name was Joconde, the same upon
whom Sanazarius made the following pun:

Jocondus geminum imposuit tibi, Sequana, pontem;
Hunc tu jure potes dicere pontificem.5

Two Genoese, Stephen Turquet and Bartholomew Narres, laid in 1536 the foundation
of the silk manufacture at Lyons. The art of making glass was import-ed from France
into England ann. 674, for the use of monasteries. Glass windows in private houses
were rare even in the twelfth century, and held to be great luxury. King Edward III.
invited three clockmakers of Delft in Holland to settle in England. In the former part
of the reign of Henry VIII. there did not grow in England cabbage, carrot, turnip, or
other edible root; and it has been noted, that even Queen Catharine herself could not
command a salad for dinner, till the King brought over a gardener from the
Netherlands. About the same time, the artichoke, the apricot, the damask rose, made
their first appearance in England. Turkeys, carps, and hops, were first known there in
the year 1524. The currant-shrub was brought from the island of Zant ann. 1533; and
in the year 1540, cherry-trees from Flanders were first planted in Kent. It was in the
year 1563 that knives were first made in England. Pocket-watches were brought there
from Germany ann. 1577. About the year 1580, coaches were introduced; before
which time Queen Elisabeth, on public occasions, rode behind her chamberlain. A
saw-mill was erected near London ann. 1633, but afterward demolished, that it might
not deprive the labouring poor of employment. How crude was the science of politics
even in that late age? Coffee-houses were opened in London no sooner than the year
1652.6

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 66 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/2032



Online Library of Liberty: Sketches of the History of Man, vol. 1

People who are ignorant of weights and measures fall upon odd shifts to supply the
defect. Howel Dha Prince of Wales, who died in the year 948, was a capital lawgiver.
One of his laws is, “If any one kill or steal the cat that guards the Prince’s granary, he
forfeits a milch ewe with her lamb; or as much wheat as will cover the cat when
suspended by the tail, the head touching the ground.” By the same lawgiver a fine of
twelve cows is enacted for a rape committed upon a maid, eighteen for a rape upon a
matron. If the fact be proved after being denied, the criminal for his falsity pays as
many shillings as will cover the woman’s posteriors. The measure of the mid stream
for salmon among our forefathers is not less risible. It is, that the mid stream shall be
so wide as that a swine may turn itself in it, without touching either side with its snout
or tail.7

The negroes of the kingdom of Ardrah, in Guinea, have made great advances in arts.
Their towns, for the most part, are fortified, and connected by gr